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January 7, 2011 

IDS Real Estate Services 
515 South Figueroa Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Subject: Updated California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) Records Search 
Results and Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
Search Results for the Palm Avenue Distribution Center Project, City of San 
Bernardino, San Bernardino County, California 

PBS&J previously completed an Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) for the Palm Avenue Distribution 
Center Project, including the results of a CHRIS records search, NAHC SLF search and a pedestrian 
survey (PBS&J 2007).  Based upon the date of the ASR, PBS&J has completed an updated CHRIS 
records search and NAHC SLF search to ensure that the records search data is current for the Palm 
Avenue Distribution Center Project.  The Palms Avenue Distribution Center project area occupies 
approximately 33-acres to the southwest of the Interstate 215 and Palm Avenue interchange.  The project 
area is located within an unsectioned portion of land in Township 1 North, Range 5 West as found on the 
USGS San Bernardino North, California 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle. The updated CHRIS records 
search was conducted on January 6, 2011 by PBS&J Archaeologist William R. Gillean, B.S., working 
under the supervision of PBS&J Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist Jennifer M. Sanka, M.A., 
RPA.  The records search was completed at the Archeological Information Center (AIC), located at the 
San Bernardino County Museum, Redlands.  The search included a review of previous cultural resources 
surveys and documented resources for the Palm Avenue Distribution Center project area, and all lands 
found within 1-mile. To identify the presence/absence of cultural resources, Mr. Gillean examined various 
current inventories, including: The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP); California Register of 
Historical Resources (CRHR); California Historical Landmarks (CHL); California Points of Historical 
Interest (CPHI); and the California State Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) through the Office of 
Historic Preservation Historic Property Data File (HPDF) for San Bernardino County.  Archival maps 
were additionally inspected for indications of historic age structures and features in the area.  

The results of the updated records search indicated that three cultural resources have been recorded within 
the project area, and that three additional resources are known within the 1-mile search radius.  These 
resources and their location relative to the project area are outlined in the table below. 

Known Cultural Resources Located Within the 1-Mile Records Search Radius 

Site Number Resource Description 

Within ~1-
mile to 0.5-
mile Radius 

Within ~0.5-
mile to 0.25-
mile Radius 

Within ~0.25-
mile Radius Within Project Area? 

CA-SBR-2910H Historic age - The National Old Trails 
Highway/Route 66, which follows the 
modern alignment of Cajon Boulevard.  
This resource is considered eligible for 
listing on the NRHP.  

   No 

NRHP-E-OHP-3926 Historic age – A segment of the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe 
(ATSF) Railroad grade considered 
eligible for listing on the NRHP.   

   No 

CA-SBR-10221H Historic age – This site consists of a 
cluster of concrete building 

 -- -- No 
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Site Number Resource Description 

Within ~1-
mile to 0.5-
mile Radius 

Within ~0.5-
mile to 0.25-
mile Radius 

Within ~0.25-
mile Radius Within Project Area? 

foundations, a remnant wall 
constructed of granite cobbles and 
concrete mortar, and an associated 
refuse scatter.  The refuse scatter 
includes two amethyst glass shards 
and a clear bottle base with an 
embossed date of August 31, 1915.  

CA-SBR-12608/36-
013614 

Historic age – This site consists of a 
concrete pad, a dirt road, asphalt, 
rusted metal, a palm tree stump, and 
segments of a palm tree trunk. 
 

This resource was recorded and 
evaluated by PBS&J (2007).   PBS&J 
found that the resource lacked 
sufficient integrity and did not meet the 
eligibility requirements for listing on the 
CRHR or the NRHP. 

-- -- -- Yes 

36-013612 Historic age – This resource consists 
of a concrete foundation of an 
unknown age with associated wire and 
a shard of aqua glass.   
 
This resource was recorded and 
evaluated by PBS&J (2007).   PBS&J 
found that the resource lacked 
sufficient integrity and did not meet the 
eligibility requirements for listing on the 
CRHR or the NRHP. 

-- -- -- Yes 

36-013613 Historic age – This resource consists 
of a concrete foundation and slab of an 
unknown age, with a wire cut nail and 
several segments of milled lumber 
found in close proximity.  A broken 
wooden fence post and a section of 
wood fencing are found nearby, which 
may be associated with the foundation. 
 
This resource was recorded and 
evaluated by PBS&J (2007).   PBS&J 
found that the resource lacked 
sufficient integrity and did not meet the 
eligibility requirements for listing on the 
CRHR or the NRHP. 

-- -- -- Yes 

 

Seventeen area-specific cultural resource reports are on-file with the AIC for the 1-mile search radius.  
One of these reports specifically addressed the entirety of the project area acreage, and was completed by 
PBS&J in 2007 (SB-5897/NADB# 1065897).    

During the records search, archival maps were reviewed for the presence of historic age structures and 
development within the project area and the general vicinity.  The results of this review are presented 
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below, and assist in determining the probability for encountering historic age resources during project 
implementation.  Archival maps can also provide insight about historic-era land use patterns. 

Archival Topographic Map Review 

Topographic Map Name and Date Review 

1942 USGS San Bernardino 
Quadrangle  
15 minute 

This map showed that historic age structures were not located within the project area.  Industrial 
Parkway is shown to the south and west of the project area as an unnamed dirt road.  The depicted 
alignment is similar to the placement of Industrial Parkway on the modern San Bernardino North, CA 
7.5-minute topographic map (1996).  In addition, the ATSF is shown to the south and west of the 
project area, along the alignment of modern Cajon Boulevard. 

1954 USGS San Bernardino North 
Quadrangle 

7.5 minute 

This map showed that historic age structures were not located within the project area.  A portion of 
Industrial Parkway is shown as an unnamed dirt road to the south-southwest of the project area.  The 
depicted alignment is similar to the placement of Industrial Parkway on the modern San Bernardino 
North, CA 7.5-minute topographic map (1996) within the immediate vicinity of the project area.  In 
addition, the ATSF is shown to the south and west of the project area, along the alignment of a named 
Cajon Boulevard.   The ATSF is also labeled as the Union Pacific at this time. 

 

Native American Heritage Commission Record Search 

PBS&J sent an updated SLF search request to the NAHC to determine whether any properties of 
traditional cultural value were recorded within the project area or in the general vicinity on December 14, 
2010.  The response from the NAHC was dated December 16, 2010, and indicated that no SLF-listed 
resources were known within the project area or within a 0.50-mile radius.  However, the response letter 
did indicate that Native American cultural resources were known in close proximity to the project area.  
This appears to indicate that documented resources of traditional cultural value are known nearby, but 
more than 0.50-mile from the project area.  The response letter also provided a listing of Native American 
contacts that might have knowledge about the project area and the presence or absence of any properties 
of religious and cultural significance not listed in the SLF. For this reason, and to ensure that all potential 
Native American resources are adequately addressed, letters to each of the listed tribal contacts were sent 
on December 17, 2010.  These information request letters described the proposed project, contained a 
project area map, the results of the NAHC SLF search, and a request for any cultural resource data 
pertinent to the project area.  The purpose of the letters was for information scoping purposes only, and 
does not constitute formal consultation, such as the government-to-government consultation outlined by 
California Government Codes 65092, 65351, 65352, 65352.3, 65352.4, 65352.5, and 65560, formerly 
known as Senate Bill (SB) 18.  

As of the date of this report, no written responses have been received at the PBS&J office. In the event 
that written correspondence or telephone responses are received after the date of this report, pertinent 
information will be forwarded to the client and Lead Agency.   

All correspondence has been incorporated into Attachment A.   

Summary and Recommendations 

The results of the updated CHRIS records search indicated that the project area had been previously 
surveyed in its entirety for the presence or absence of observable cultural resources (PBS&J 2007/SB-
5897/NADB# 1065897).  Including this study, a total of seventeen area-specific reports are on-file with 
the AIC for the 1-mile records search radius.  Collectively, these studies have detected a total of six 
resources, and three of these resources are located within the project area.  Two of the resources found 
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beyond the boundaries of the project area are considered eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and the 
CRHR (NRHP-E-OHP-3926 and CA-SBR-2910H).  Neither of these resources will be impacted by 
project implementation.  The three resources found within the project area will likely be impacted by 
project related construction; however, these resources have been found ineligible for listing on the CRHR 
and the NRHP.  For this reason, these resources are not considered historical or archaeological resources 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the completion of Department of 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 Forms and the subsequent assignment of Primary Numbers by the AIC 
adequately mitigates potential impacts to these non-unique resources.  Thus, the results of the updated 
records searches do not appear to change the findings presented in the ASR completed by PBS&J (2007).  
Therefore, the recommendations provided in Section VII (PBS&J 2007) should be applied to the 
proposed Palms Distribution Center Project.    

Accidental Discovery of Cultural Resources 

It is always possible that ground-disturbing activities may uncover presently obscured or buried and 
previously unknown cultural resources.  In the event that buried cultural resources are discovered during 
construction, such resources could be damaged or destroyed, potentially resulting in significant impacts to 
cultural resources.  If subsurface cultural resources are encountered during construction, if evidence of an 
archaeological site or if other suspected historic resources are encountered, it is recommended that all 
ground-disturbing activity cease within 100 feet of the resource.  A professional archaeologist shall be 
consulted to assess the find, and to determine whether the resource requires further study.  The qualified 
archeological personnel shall assist the Lead Agency by generating measures to protect the discovered 
resources.  Potentially significant cultural resources could consist of, but are not limited to: stone, bone, 
fossils, wood, or shell artifacts or features, including structural remains, historic dumpsites, hearths and 
middens.  Midden features are characterized by darkened soil, and could conceal material remains, 
including worked stone, fired clay vessels, faunal bone, hearths, storage pits, or burials and special 
attention should always be paid to uncharacteristic soil color changes.  Any previously undiscovered 
resources found during construction should be recorded on appropriate DPR forms and evaluated for 
significance under all applicable regulatory criteria.  

No further grading shall occur in the area of the discovery until the Lead Agency approves the measures 
to protect the resources.  Any archaeological artifacts recovered as a result of mitigation shall be donated 
to a qualified scientific institution approved by the Lead Agency where they would be afforded long-term 
preservation to allow future scientific study. This does not apply to Native American burial-related 
resources, as their treatment and disposition is governed by existing laws, including the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).  

Accidental Discovery of Human Remains 

There is always the possibility that ground-disturbing activities during construction may uncover 
previously unknown, buried human remains.  If human remains are discovered during any phase of 
construction, including disarticulated or cremated remains, all ground-disturbing activities should cease 
within 100 feet of the remains. California State Health and Safety Code § 7050.5 dictates that no further 
disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin and 
disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) § 5097.98.  If the remains are determined by the 
County Coroner to be Native American, the NAHC shall be notified within 24 hours, and the guidelines 
of the NAHC shall be adhered to in the treatment and disposition of the remains.   It is further 
recommended that a professional archaeologist with Native American burial experience conduct a field 
investigation of the specific site and consult with the Most Likely Descendant (MLD), if any, identified 
by the NAHC.  As necessary and appropriate, a professional archaeologist may provide 
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technical assistance to the MLD, including but not limited to, the excavation and removal of the human 
remains.  

Please also note that Federal laws and standards apply in certain situations, including NAGPRA and its 
regulations found in the Code of Federal Regulations at 43 CFR 10.   

Please feel free to contact us at 909.890.5951 if you have any questions, or if PBS&J can provide 
additional assistance regarding cultural resource management issues.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
William R. Gillean, B.S.   
Field Technician II 

 

 
 
Jennifer M. Sanka, M.A., RPA 
Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist 

Attachments: Attachment A – NAHC SLF Search and Information Scoping 
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December 14, 2010 
 
Native American Heritage Commission 
c/o Mr. Dave Singleton 
915 Capitol Mall, Suite 364 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4801 
 
VIA EMAIL:  ds_nahc@pacbell.net   
 
 
 
Subject: Request for a Sacred Lands File Search for the Palm Distribution Center Project, 

located on approximately 33-Acres in the City of San Bernardino, San Bernardino 
County, California (USGS San Bernardino North, CA. 7.5-minute topographic 
quadrangle) 

 
 
 
Mr. Singleton: 
 
PBS&J would like to determine whether any sacred sites are listed in the NAHC Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
for a project area located in the City of San Bernardino.  The proposed project is the construction of the 
Palm Distribution Center within a project area measuring about 33-acres.  The project is found to the 
southwest of the Interstate 215 and Palm Avenue interchange, between Interstate 215 and Cajon 
Boulevard. 
 
The project area is located in San Bernardino County, and is found on USGS San Bernardino 
North, CA. 7.5' topographic quadrangle, Township 1 North, Range 5 West, in an unsectioned 
portion of land.   
 
Please notify us of any SLF-listed traditional cultural resources that may be affected by the proposed 
project.  This project and any archaeological survey results are explained in further detail in our Cultural 
Resources Assessment document.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via the information listed 
below.  PBS&J thanks you in advance for your time and effort. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer M. Sanka, M.A., RPA                
Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist 
PBS&J  
JMSanka@pbsj.com 
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December 17, 2010 
 
SAMPLE 
 
Subject: Information Scoping Letter associated with one Archaeological Survey 

Project:  The Palm Avenue Distribution Project located on a 33-acre site in 
the City of San Bernardino, San Bernardino County, California (USGS San 
Bernardino North, CA. 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle) 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
PBS&J has completed an archaeological resources survey for a project area in the City of San 
Bernardino, San Bernardino County, CA.  The project area encompasses approximately 33-
acres located on the southeast corner of Palm Avenue and Industrial Parkway, southwest of the 
Interstate 215 and Palm Avenue interchange. The proposed project consists of the construction 
of a single warehouse/distribution center, totaling 682,408 square feet with associated parking 
facilities.  The archaeological survey conducted in support of this project returned negative 
findings for prehistoric resources and positive results for historic age cultural resources.  Three 
historic age resources consisting of concrete foundations, concrete pads and asphalt fragments 
were detected during the survey.   
 
Environmental regulations, including Section 106 of the NHPA of 1966, NEPA and CEQA, 
consider the effects a project may have on cultural resources, including Historic Properties.  The 
definition of “Historic Properties” can include properties of traditional religious and cultural 
significance to Native American groups and individuals.  To determine whether the proposed 
project may impact any Historic Properties, including traditional cultural properties, PBS&J has 
conducted research on the project area, including the request of a Sacred Land File (SLF) 
search from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC).  The NAHC did not indicate the 
presence of Native American cultural resources within a 0.50-mile radius of the project area.  
However, the NAHC recommended additional consultation with regard to development projects, 
and has listed you as a contact.  This letter is not associated with a formal consultation process, 
but is an information request that shall be included with our cultural resources documentation. 
 
We have enclosed a location map showing the location of the project area with reference to the 
San Bernardino North, CA topographic map.  Generally, the project area is found in the City of 
San Bernardino, southwest of Interstate 215 and east of Palm Avenue.  Specifically, the project 
area is located 500 feet southeast of the Interstate 215 and Palm Avenue interchange.  The 
project area abuts Interstate 215 to the north in an unsectioned portion of Township 1 North, 
Range 5 West.  
 
We wish to ask if you have any information or concerns about this project area, and/or if the 
proposed project may have an impact on cultural resources that are important to you.  Please 
feel free to contact me at 909.890.5951, x. 2505 or jmsanka@pbsj.com if you have any 
questions or information, or you may address and mail a response to my attention at our San 
Bernardino Office. 
 



 
 
 
December 17, 2010 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 an Atkins company 

Sincerely,   
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer M. Sanka, M.A., RPA                
Associate Project Manager/Archaeologist 
PBS&J  
JMSanka@pbsj.com 
 
 
 
Enclosure:  Local Vicinity Topographic Map 
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Summary of Findings 

Under contract to City of San Bernardino, PBS&J conducted an archaeological and historic properties 
survey of approximately 33 acres in San Bernardino, California. The purpose of the inventory was to 
locate and record historic resources, develop preliminary evaluations of the resources in regard to their 
eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historic Resources, 
and provide recommendations for additional investigations, if warranted.  

No prehistoric archaeological sites were identified as a result of the archaeological survey. The survey 
identified three historic archaeological sites. All are ruins of structures. Site 36-013612 is a small 
foundation. Site 36-013613 consists of a foundation and an associated concrete slab. Site 36-013618/CA-
SBR-12608H is a conglomerate of sawn palm tree trunks, a concrete foundation and slab in close 
proximity to a dirt and asphalt road. None of the resources retains any integrity. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This report summarizes the methods and results of an archaeological and historic properties survey of 
approximately 33 acres completed for the City of San Bernardino, San Bernardino County, California. 
The Phase I archaeological survey was undertaken to determine whether there were any prehistoric or 
historic archaeological resources within the currently proposed project limits in accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended by Public Law 94-43, Public Law 91-190, the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969; 
Public Law 93-291, Preservation of Historic and Archeological Data, amending Public Law 96-523. Also 
applicable is 36 CFR 800, Protection of Historic Properties. State of California recording requirements 
were employed for this project. 

The survey was conducted on August 9, 2007. The following PBS&J personnel conducted the fieldwork: 

Denise Jurich, M.A. Anthropology, 11 years of experience in California and Great Basin archaeology. 

Jesse Martinez, B.A. Anthropology, 10 years of experience in California and Great Basin archaeology. 

II. PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The project encompasses approximately 33 acres located at the southeast corner of Palm Avenue and 
Industrial Parkway, southwest of the Interstate 215/Palm Avenue interchange (Figures 1 and 2). The 
project location and a large contiguous area to the west are currently zoned Industrial, and there currently 
are commercial properties along the Interstate 215 frontage road and on Palm Avenue. In addition, a 
single-family residence is located north of Kendall Drive on the northeast side of Interstate 215. Prior to 
construction of a single warehouse/distribution facility totaling 682,408 square feet, the existing hills on 
the property would be leveled and all soil exported.  

III. SOURCES CONSULTED 

A records search was initiated with the San Bernardino Archaeological Information Center on July 31, 
2007 by Denise Jurich, Archaeologist with EIP Associates/PBS&J. Sources consulted at the Office of 
Historic Preservation included Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility and the Directory of 
Properties in the Historic Property Data File, historical resource reports, and historic maps. In addition, 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was consulted for listed resources in or adjacent to the 
project area. The record search did not identify any recorded historic resources within the project area. 
Two historic resources that are eligible for listing on the NRHP, U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66) and a 
segment of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad grade, occur within one-quarter mile of the 
project area to the west. In addition, the project area is within the boundaries of the historic Rancho 
Muscupiabe. 

D21331.00/070232 1 
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Figure 2. Overview of Project Area. View to the south. 

The Native American Heritage Commission was also consulted about the project. The Commission 
identified nine Native American contacts for the project (Table 1). Consultation letters were sent 
August 30, 2007 to all of the contacts; follow-up telephone calls were also made. As of September 12, 
2007, just two native Americans responded.  

Table 1: Native Americans Contacted 

Name and Affiliation 
Method of 

Consultation Date of Consultation Response 

Anthony Madrigal Jr., Interim- Chairperson 
Cahuilla Band of Indians 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

Asked to be kept informed. 

Joseph Hamilton, Vice Chairman 
Ramona Band of Mission Indians 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

Henry Duro, Chairperson 
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

Cindi Alvitre 
Ti’At Society 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

Anthony Morales, Chairperson 
Gabrieleno/Tongva Tribal Council 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

Susan Frank 
Gabrielino Band of Mission Indians of California 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

D21331.00/070232 3 



 

Table 1 (Cont’d) 

Name and Affiliation 
Method of 

Consultation Date of Consultation Response 
Britt Wilson, Cultural Resources Project Manager
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

Ann Brierty, Environmental Department 
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

None 

Goldie Walker 
Serrano Nation of Indians 

Letter 
Telephone Call 

August 30,2007 
September 12, 2007 

Asked to be kept informed of 
project’s progress. Requested 
a copy of the cultural resource 
section from the report. 

IV. BACKGROUND 

ENVIRONMENT 

San Bernardino lies in the San Bernardino foothills and the eastern portion of the San Bernardino Valley 
at an approximate elevation of 1200 feet above sea level. The area is bounded by the San Bernardino 
Mountains and the San Bernardino National Forest to the north, the Cajon Pass to the northwest, the San 
Jacinto Mountains to the east, the Santa Ana River to the south, and the Santa Ana Mountains to the south 
and west. In prehistoric and historic times, the Cajon Pass served as a natural passageway, connecting the 
Mojave Desert to the north, the Colorado Desert to the southeast, and the coastal plain to the southwest. 
The project area encompasses two small hills that account for approximately one-third of the project 
property. The majority of the flat terrain has been disked; however, some sage scrub habitats occur in the 
study area. An ephemeral wash traverses the property, beginning in the north, and continuing in a 
southeasterly direction, ending at the foot of the southern hill. 

San Bernardino has a temperate climate, with mild, mostly dry winters, and hot summers with low 
humidity. Average temperatures range from 42° to 67°F in January and from 63° to 96°F in July. Nearly 
15 inches of rain falls annually, primarily in the winter. Springtime temperatures are moderate, and there 
is little to no rain. Summers are hot; however, the mountains and desert regions regularly receive summer 
precipitation in the form of “monsoon” rain showers. These are usually brief, intense thunderstorms that 
occur in the mid to late afternoon. Autumn is also warm, with minimal precipitation and gusty “Santa 
Ana” winds, which blow from the north and northeast (Citytowninfo.com 2007). 

Flora found throughout the area is primarily the sage scrub vegetative community, including scale-broom 
(Lepidospartum squamatum), California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), white sage (Salvia apiana), 
black sage (Salvia mellifera), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), lemonadeberry (Rhus 
integrifolia), and California brittlebush (Encelia californica), in addition to a few examples of California 
sycamore (Plantanus racemosa) and walnut (Juglans spp.) trees (Abrams 1923; Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf 
1995; Sawyer and Stuart 2001). 
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A variety of fauna inhabit the project area, including opossums (Didelphidae); hares and rabbits 
(Leporidae); Audubon’s (desert) cottontail (Sylvilagus auduboni); brush rabbit (Sylvilagus bachmani); 
blacktail jackrabbit (Lepus californicus); moles and shrews (Insectivora); bats (Chiroptera); pocket 
gophers (Geomyidae); Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae); pocket mice and kangaroo mice/rats 
(Heteromyidae); wood rat (Neotoma spp.); marmots, woodchucks, prairie dogs, and squirrels (Sciuridae); 
foxes, wolves, coyotes (Canidae); bobcat (Lynx rufus); mountain lion (Felis concolor); weasels 
(Mustelidae); skunks (Mephitidae); raccoon (Procyonidae); Nelson’s bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis 
nelsoni); deer (Cervidae); mule (blacktail) deer (Odocoileus hemionus); salamanders (Caudata); toads and 
frogs (Anura); lizards and skinks (Sauria); and birds (Aves) (Holland 1986). 

ETHNOGRAPHY 

The study area occurs within the ethnographic area associated with the Tongva (historically known as the 
Gabrielino, also referred to as the Gabrielino/Tongva). The Tongva were one of the most influential and 
powerful Native American groups in southern California. The Tongva inhabited a large area that included 
present-day Los Angeles and the surrounding area. Tongva populations are estimated to have numbered 
in the thousands. In the late eighteenth century, between 50 and 100 villages were observed, with village 
populations ranging between 50 and 200 inhabitants (Bean and Smith 1978). 

The Tongva can be divided into the Coastal and Inland Tongva. The Inland Tongva lived in primary 
villages occupied year-round, supplemented by seasonal gathering camps. The Tongva lived in thatched, 
domed, circular structures. Other structures included sweathouses, menstrual huts, and ceremonial 
structures. The Inland Tongva subsistence economy included a variety of plants and animals, including 
deer, piñon nuts, and acorns. The Inland Tongva used acorns as trade items for marine resources acquired 
by coastal groups and other goods, such as obsidian, offered by desert groups. The material culture of the 
Inland Tongva included utilitarian and ceremonial items, bedrock and portable mortars, milling slabs, 
handstones, a variety of wooden, bone, and shell tools, flaked stone artifacts, coiled and twined baskets, 
and elaborately decorated steatite items (Bean and Smith 1978). 

In 1771 the San Gabriel Mission was established in Tongva territory. The first of many missions 
established throughout California, the primary focus of missionaries was the conversion of the native 
population to Catholicism. Once removed to the mission, the neophytes (as converted Native American 
were called) were not allowed to leave the premises. Abuse and poor living conditions were common 
occurrences. By 1800, most Tongva were missionized or dead. During the early 1800s, disease and 
smallpox epidemics took the lives of many of those living in the missions. Additional epidemics in the 
late 1800s further reduced the Tongva population, except for those living in isolated areas (Bean and 
Smith 1978). 

PREHISTORY 

Our current understanding of the prehistory of the area is based on years of archaeological and 
ethnographical research. The earliest regional cultural chronology was offered by Wallace (1955), later 
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refined by Warren (1966, 1967). Initially the definitions of the horizons were based primarily on artifact 
assemblages; however, subsequent investigations that incorporated radiometric assays and comparative 
site analyses have not changed the basic chronology offered by Wallace. In addition, although much of 
the early work that led to the development of a regional prehistoric framework was conducted along the 
coast, research has shown the Wallace/Warren model to be applicable to inland southern California as 
well (Kroeper and Drover 1983; Mason and Peterson 1994). 

The Early Man Horizon (ca. pre-6000 B.C.) represents Paleoindian populations in the region. Large 
projectile points and scrapers may reflect small, nomadic bands of hunters; however, the data are limited. 
In the near-by Mojave Desert, recent studies have suggested that groups practiced a more generalized 
economy. 

In contrast to the Early Man Horizon, the Milling Stone Horizon (ca. 6000–1000 B.C.) is well 
represented in the area. An extensive toolkit consisting of ground, battered, and flaked stone speaks to a 
diversified economy during the Milling Stone Horizon, one that incorporated plants into the subsistence 
base. An overall lack of projectile points during the early part of the Milling Stone Horizon may reflect a 
decline in hunting activities, perhaps due to a decrease in faunal populations. The reintroduction of large 
projectile points during the latter part of this horizon suggests a return to a large-game based economy 

The Intermediate Horizon (ca. 1000 B.C.–A.D. 750) appears to be a transitional time in the 
archaeological record; very little is known about this horizon. While Intermediate Horizon assemblages 
appear similar to those attributed to the Middle Horizon, differences in projectile point morphology and 
the introduction of portable mortars and pestles (used in acorn processing) imply that a significant 
technological shift occurred. 

Finally, the Late Prehistoric Horizon (ca. A.D. 750 to Spanish contact [A.D. 1769]) is a time of increased 
sedentism and technological sophistication. Toolkits became more diverse, and included steatite bowls, 
asphaltum, cremations, funerary objects, an elaborate shell industry, and the introduction of bedrock 
milling slicks. The continued use of mortars and pestles implies a constant need for reliable food 
resources. The use of small projectile points (reflecting the introduction of the bow and arrow) suggests a 
shift in hunting technologies, one that was more efficient compared to the spear. 

HISTORY-THE CITY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

The earliest accounts of San Bernardino are from Spanish missionaries who first settled the area as an 
outpost in the late 1800s. Father Francisco Dumetz named the area “San Bernardino” after Saint 
Bernardino of Siena. In 1819, Mission San Gabriel established Rancho San Bernardino in the area, which 
Governor Figeora ordered closed along with all other missions in 1834. The abandoned mission became 
an important post on the Spanish Trail, a well-traveled trading route. The Muscupiabe grant of 
30,145 acres was awarded to Michael White in 1843 in an effort to fend off attacks from outside factions; 
however, White was quickly driven off the property by intruders (Beldon 1960). 
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In 1851 nearly 500 Mormons arrived in the valley. After purchasing 35,000 acres of the San Bernardino 
Rancho, the Mormon settlers built a stockade around the rancho and named it Fort San Bernardino. 
During the early years of the stockade, families lived inside the fort and grew crops outside. In 1853, a 
portion of Los Angeles County was used to form San Bernardino County, and by 1854 the City of San 
Bernardino was officially incorporated. In 1857 Brigham Young recalled his Mormons to Salt Lake City. 
Many heeded the call, but some Mormons remained in the valley. In 1860 gold was discovered in nearby 
Holcomb Valley, and the number of travelers through San Bernardino increased as men tried their luck at 
gold mining. In 1893, a portion of San Bernardino County was annexed to help create Riverside County 
(Beldon 1960). 

By the end of the nineteenth century, railway companies extended their lines to San Bernardino. The 
convergence of the Santa Fe, the Union Pacific, and the Southern Pacific railroads in San Bernardino 
made the city the hub of Southern California operations. In 1886, the Santa Fe Railway transcontinental 
line resulted in tremendous growth in the valley; as Easterners came west, the population doubled, from 
6,150 in 1900 to 12,779 in 1910 (Beldon 1960). 

V. FIELD METHODS 

Field methods consisted of a pedestrian survey of the parcel. Two archaeologists walked a series of 
parallel transects spaced 25 meters apart. Deviation of this spacing interval only occurred when prohibited 
by extremely dense vegetation. Large patches of sagebrush greatly diminished ground visibility for a 
significant portion of the project area, especially on the hills (Figure 3).  

When a historic resource was identified, PBS&J personnel would inspect the area for associated artifacts 
and features. The resource was given a unique identifier, referenced with Universal Transverse Mercator 
coordinates (1983 North American Datum) using a Global Positioning System handheld unit with sub-
meter accuracy. The resource was recorded on the appropriate California Department of Parks and 
Recreation form, and digital photographs of the resource were taken. Three historic sites were 
documented in this manner. 

VI. STUDY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

No prehistoric archaeological sites were discovered during the survey. Three historic period sites, 
however, were identified during the course of the study.  

SITE 36-013612 

This resource consists of a concrete foundation of unknown age (Figure 4) located to the east of the larger 
hill (Figure 5). As the foundation is partially buried by colluvium, its full extent cannot be determined at 
this time. Based on the segments of the foundation that are currently visible, it appears that the foundation 
is 9 feet 6 inches long by 7 feet 6 inches wide; a second segment perpendicular to the foundation’s long  
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Figure 3. View of dirt road from 36-013613. View towards the west. 

 

D21331.00/070232 8 



 

Figure 4. Overview of site 36-013612. View towards the northwest. Site 36-013613 in 
background. 

axis measures approximately 2 feet 10 inches. The foundation is approximately 4 inches thick; depth is 
unknown. A small piece of wire and a shard of aqua glass were noted in the area.  

SITE 36-013613 

This resource consists of a concrete foundation and slab, also of unknown age (Figure 6), situated along 
the eastern side the larger hill, at its base (see Figure 5). As with the first resource, sediments partially 
bury the structure; thus, its full extent cannot be determined, and measurements are approximate. This 
resource measures 32 feet long by 16 feet wide, and consists of a foundation and a concrete slab to the 
west of the foundation adjacent to the dirt road. The foundation is approximately 4 inches thick; depth is 
unknown. A wire nail and several segments of milled lumbar were found in close proximity. Uphill from 
the foundation is a broken wooden fence post and a section of wood fencing, possibly associated with the 
foundation.  

 

Figure 6. Overview of site 36-013613. View toward the southeast. 

D21331.00/070232 9 



 

 

Figure 7. Overview of site 36-013618/CA-SBR-12608H. View towards the northwest. 

SITE 36-013618/CA-SBR-12608H 

The third resource consists of a concrete pad, a dirt road, asphalt, rusted metal, a palm tree stump, and 
segments of a palm tree trunk within a 960 square foot area (Figure 7) along the eastern base of the 
smaller hill (see Figure 5). The road travels up the hillside and meets up with another dirt road. The 
concrete pad is to the south of the dirt road; however, it is partially buried by colluvium. Pieces of asphalt 
were noted in the vicinity of the concrete pad and the dirt road.  

VII. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Investigations have revealed that none of the three sites retain sufficient integrity or meet the eligibility 
requirements for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources or the NRHP. No further 
investigations are recommended at this time. 

Based on previous studies and comparisons with similar environmental localities, and sites located along 
Cajon Creek/Lytle Creek outside of the project area, the San Bernardino Archaeological Information 
Center assessed the project area as highly sensitive for prehistoric and historic archaeological resource, 
and moderately sensitive for historic resources. Therefore, the project applicant shall hire a qualified 
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archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Archaeologist to monitor all ground-
disturbing activity, including the leveling of the hills. If a resource is identified, the monitoring 
archaeologist must be empowered to temporarily halt or divert construction in the immediate vicinity of 
the discovery while the resource is evaluated for significance. 

If evidence of an archaeological site or other suspected historic resource as defined by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guideline Section 15064.5, including darkened soil representing past 
human activity (“midden”), that could conceal material remains (e.g., worked stone, fired clay vessels, 
faunal bone, hearths, storage pits, or burials) are discovered during construction-related earth-moving 
activities, all ground-disturbing activity within 100 feet of the resources shall be halted and the City of 
San Bernardino shall be notified. The City of San Bernardino shall consult with the monitoring 
archaeologist to assess the significance of the find. Impacts to any significant resources shall be mitigated 
to a less-than-significant level through data recovery or other methods determined adequate by a qualified 
archaeologist and that are consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Archaeological 
Documentation. Any identified cultural resources shall be recorded on the appropriate DPR 523 (A-J) 
form and filed with the San Bernardino Archaeological Information Center. 

If human remains (including disarticulated or cremated remains) are discovered at any project 
construction sites during any phase of construction, all ground-disturbing activity within 100 feet of the 
resources shall be halted and the City of San Bernardino and the County coroner shall be notified 
immediately, according to Section 5097.98 of the State Public Resources Code and Section 7050.5 of 
California’s Health and Safety Code. If the remains are determined by the County coroner to be Native 
American, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) shall be notified within 24 hours, and the 
guidelines of the NAHC shall be adhered to in the treatment and disposition of the remains. The project 
applicant shall also retain a professional archaeologist with Native American burial experience to conduct 
a field investigation of the specific site and consult with the Most Likely Descendant, if any, identified by 
the NAHC. As necessary, the archaeologist may provide professional assistance to the Most Likely 
Descendant, including the excavation and removal of the human remains. The City of San Bernardino 
shall be responsible for approval of recommended mitigation as it deems appropriate, taking account of 
the provisions of State law, as set forth in CEQA Guidelines section 15064.5(e) and Public Resources 
Code section 5097.98. The project applicant shall implement approved mitigation, to be verified by the 
City of San Bernardino, before the resumption of ground-disturbing activities within 100 feet of where the 
remains were discovered. 
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Department of Parks and Recreation Forms 
(not for public disclosure) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #  36-013612 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page 1     of  2 *Resource Name or #:  PBSJ-P1 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted *a. County:  San Bernardino 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:  San Bernardino North Date: 1988 T 1N ; R 4W ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec 12 ; SB B.M. 
 c.  Address:  vacant lot adjacent to 5975 Palm Avenue City:  San Bernardino  Zip: 92407 
 d.  UTM:  Zone:  11 ;  467103 mE/ 3783014 mN (G.P.S. NAD 83).  
 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:  From I-215 S take the Palm 
Avenue exit.  Turn west onto Palm Avenue.  The project area is the southeast property at the intersection of Palm Avenue and 
Industrial Parkway.  The project site lies within the San Bernardino North 7.5” quadrangle, but it’s in the Muscupiabe Landgrant – 
if the TRS grid were extrapolated to “fill” the Landgrant it would be Township 1 North, Range 5 West, Section 12 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
 
This site consists of a concrete foundation of unknown age located to the east of the larger hill.  As the foundation is partially 
buried by colluvium its full extent cannot be determined at this time.  Based on the segments of the foundation that are currently 
visible,  it appears that the foundation is 9’6” long by 7’6” wide; a second segment perpendicular to the foundation’s long axis 
measures approximately 2’10”.  The foundation is approximately 4” thick; depth is unknown.  A small piece of wire and a shard of 
aqua glass were noted in the area.  Another site (PBSJ-P2) is located across a dirt road to the northwest. 
 
 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  AH2. Foundation / structure pads 
*P4.  Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  Overview of 
PBSJ-P1.  View to the northwest.  
August 9, 2007. 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and 
objects.)

 

 
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  

Prehistoric Both 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
Hurd Trust 
c/o IDS Real Estate Group 
515 S. Figueroa Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Denise Jurich and Jesse Martinez 
PBS&J 
1200 2nd Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  August 9, 
2007 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
Intensive 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  A Historic Properties Survey Report of 33 Acres for the Palm 
Industrial Distribution Center.  Report submitted by PBS&J to the City of San Bernardino. 
 
*Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List):  

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #  36-013613 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page 1    of  2 *Resource Name or #:  PBSJ-P2 
 
P1.  Other Identifier:  

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted *a. County:  San Bernardino 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:  San Bernardino North Date: 1988 T 1N ; R 4W ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec 12 ; SB B.M. 
 c.  Address:  vacant lot adjacent to 5975 Palm Avenue City:  San Bernardino  Zip: 92407 
 d.  UTM:  Zone:  11 ;  467069 mE/ 3783018 mN (G.P.S. NAD 83).)  
 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation From I-215 S take the Palm 
Avenue exit.  Turn west onto Palm Avenue.  The project area is the southeast property at the intersection of Palm Avenue and 
Industrial Parkway.  The project site lies within the San Bernardino North 7.5” quadrangle, but it’s in the Muscupiabe Landgrant – 
if the TRS grid were extrapolated to “fill” the Landgrant it would be Township 1 North, Range 5 West, Section 12 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
 
This site consists of a concrete foundation and slab, also of unknown age, situated along the eastern side the larger hill, at its base.  
Sediments partially bury the structure, thus its full extent cannot be determined and measurements are approximate.  This 
resource measures 32’ long by 16’ wide, and consists of a foundation and a concrete slab to the west of the foundation adjacent to 
the dirt road.  The foundation is approximately 4” thick; depth is unknown.  A wire cut nail and several segments of milled lumbar 
were found in close proximity.  Uphill from the foundation is a broken wooden fence post and a section of wood fencing, possibly 
associated with the foundation. 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  AH2. Foundation / structure pads 
*P4.  Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, 
date, accession #)  Overview of 
PBSJ-P2.  View to the southeast.  
August 9, 2007. 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and 
objects.)

 

 
 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  

Prehistoric Both 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
Hurd Trust 
c/o IDS Real Estate Group 
515 S. Figueroa Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address)   
Denise Jurich and Jesse Martinez 
PBS&J 
1200 2nd Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  August 9, 
2007 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)  
intensive 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  A Historic Properties Survey Report of 33 Acres for the Palm 
Industrial Distribution Center.  Report submitted by PBS&J to the City of San Bernardino. 
 
*Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List):  

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #  36-013617 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial  CA-SBR-12608H 
       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page    1  of 3  *Resource Name or #:  PBSJ-P3 
 
P1.  Other Identifier: Cut Palm Site 

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted *a. County: San Bernardino 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:  San Bernardino North Date: 1988 T 1N ; R 4W ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec 12 ; SB B.M. 
 c.  Address:  vacant lot adjacent to 5975 Palm Avenue City:  San Bernardino  Zip: 92407 
 d.  UTM:  Zone:  11 ;  466781 mE/ 3783076 mN (G.P.S. NAD 83).  
 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation: From I-215 S take the Palm 
Avenue exit.  Turn west onto Palm Avenue.  The project area is the southeast property at the intersection of Palm Avenue and 
Industrial Parkway.  The project site lies within the San Bernardino North 7.5” quadrangle, but it’s in the Muscupiabe Landgrant – 
if the TRS grid were extrapolated to “fill” the Landgrant it would be Township 1 North, Range 5 West, Section 12 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
 
This site consists of a concrete pad, a dirt road, asphalt, rusted metal, a palm tree stump, and segments of a palm tree trunk along 
the eastern base of a small hill. within an area approximately 960 sq ft.  The road travels up the hillside and meets up with another 
dirt road.  The concrete pad is to the south of the dirt road, however it is partially buried by colluvium.  Pieces of asphalt were 
noted in the vicinity of the concrete pad and the dirt road.   
 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  AH2. Foundation / structure pads; AH7. Roads / trails/ railaroad grades 
*P4.  Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #)  Overview of PBSJ-P3.  View to the northwest.  August 9, 2007. 

 
 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and  objects. 

 

 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 

Historic Prehistoric Both 
 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
 
Hurd Trust 
c/o IDS Real Estate Group 
515 S. Figueroa Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and 
address)   
Denise Jurich and Jesse Martinez 
PBS&J 
1200 2nd Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  August 9, 2007 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) intensive 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")  A Historic Properties Survey Report of 33 Acres for the Palm 
Industrial Distribution Center.  Report submitted by PBS&J to the City of San Bernardino. 
 
*Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List):  

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 
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