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CITY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 

 
FROM: CITY OF SAN BERNARDINO  TO:  OFFICE OF PLANNING & 
RESEARCH 
  Development Services Department   1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
  300 North “D” Street, 3rd Floor    Sacramento, CA  95814 
  San Bernardino, CA  92418 
         COUNTY CLERK 
         County of San Bernardino 
         385 North Arrowhead Avenue 
         San Bernardino, CA  92415 
 
 
SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
 
The City of San Bernardino will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
for the project identified below.  We need to know the views of your agency and the public as to the scope and 
content of the environmental information that should be considered in connection with the proposed project.   
 
A brief description of the proposed project is presented below. The topics that have been identified for 
analysis in the Draft EIR include Transportation/Traffic, Air Quality, Hydrology & Water Quality, 
Aesthetics, and Public Services. The project description, location, and the probable environmental effects 
are contained in the attached materials. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(a), the Lead Agency 
has determined that an EIR will clearly be required for the project, and an Initial Study is not necessary.  
 
Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be send at the earliest possible date, but not 
later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. Please send written comments to the Development Services 
Department at the address noted above, attention: Brian Foote, Associate Planner. Please include your name and 
address with your comments. 
 
In accordance with state requirements, a public scoping meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 15, 2007, 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Economic Development Agency Board Room located at 201 North ‘E’ Street, 3rd Floor, San 
Bernardino, California. 
 
Project Title: Palm/Industrial Distribution Center (Development Permit Type 2 No. 06-28) 
 
Project Applicant: Palm Avenue SB, LLC 
 
Project Description: The proposed project will result in the construction of one warehouse/distribution facility 
for a total of 682,408 square-feet on 33 acres. The project site is located at the southeast corner of Palm Avenue 
and Industrial Parkway, and southwest of the Interstate 215/ Palm Avenue interchange, in the City of San 
Bernardino, County of San Bernardino. 
 
 
Signature:  __________________________________  Date: _______________ 
 
Title:           Brian Foote, Associate Planner Phone:   (909) 384-5057 ext. 3338 



Attachment 1 to the Notice of Completion for the 

Palm/Industrial Distribution Center EIR 

Project Description: The proposed project includes the construction of a warehouse/distribution 

facility consisting of a single building totaling 682,408 square feet. The approximately 33-acre project 

site is located at the southeast corner of Palm Avenue and Industrial Parkway, southwest of the 

Interstate 215/ Palm Avenue interchange (see Project Location Map), Assessor’s Parcel No. 266-041-

62. 

The project site and a large contiguous area to the west are currently zoned Industrial. Some 

commercial uses exist along the Interstate 215 frontage and on Palm Avenue, and single-family 

residential occurs north of Kendall Drive on the northeast side of Highway 215. Building height would 

not exceed 40 feet.  The project could include three small office areas, with a cross-dock loading 

configuration. Entrance to the site would be from Industrial Parkway on the south side of the project. 

The existing hills would be leveled and all soil exported.  Lot coverage would be 47 percent and the 

development would include 522 standard and 93 trailer parking spaces, for a total of 615 spaces. 

Approximately 12 percent of the site would be landscaped.  The development would include an 8-foot 

wrought-iron fence around the perimeter. The proposed project would fall within the Industrial Light 

(IL) land use category as established in the City’s General Plan. The project site is adjacent to, and 

immediately north of, the Northwest Redevelopment Area. 



FIGURE 1
Regional Location Map
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Potential Environmental Effects 

Palm/Industrial Distribution Center EIR 

Aesthetics 

 Potential effects to the existing visual character of the project site and its surroundings 

 Potential changes in sources of light or glare 

Air Quality 

 Consistency with adopted air quality plans 

 Potential to violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing 
projected air quality violation 

 Potential to result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-attainment 

 Potential effects to sensitive receptors 

 Potential to create objectionable odors 

Biological Resources 

 Potential to have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species 

 Potential to have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community  

 Potential to have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined 
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act  

 Potential effects on any native resident or migratory wildlife corridors 

 Potential to conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources 

Cultural Resources 

 Potential effects on archaeological or paleontological resources 

 Potential effects on human burials 

Geology and Soils 

 Potential effects involving earth movement (cut and/or fill) on slopes of 15% or more 
and suitability and stability of soils for future development 

 Potential effects as a result of erosion, dust, or the loss of topsoil 



 Potential to be located within an area subject to landslides, mudslides, subsidence or 
other similar hazards 

 Potential to be located within an area subject to liquefaction 

 Potential to result in erosion, dust, or unstable soil conditions from excavation, grading, 
fill, or other construction activities 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 Potential to create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials 

 Potential to create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
material into the environment 

 Potential to be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 

 Potential to impair implementation of or physically interfere with an emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Potential to violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements 

 Potential to substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge 

 Potential to substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area 

 Potential to result in a significant change in the flow velocity or volume of storm water 
runoff 

 Potential to substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area 

 Potential to create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional 
sources of post-construction polluted runoff 

 Potential to substantially degrade water quality or beneficial uses 

Mineral Resources 

 Potential to result in the loss of availability of known mineral resource that would be of 
value to the region and the residents of the state 

 Potential to result in the loss of locally important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan or other land use plan 



 Location in relation to a Mineral Resource Zone as adopted by the State Mining Geology 
Board and identified in the City’s General Plan 

Noise 

 Potential to expose persons to, or generation of, noise levels in excess of established 
standards 

 Potential to expose persons to, or generation of, excessive ground borne vibration or 
ground borne noise 

 Potential to create a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise level in the project 
vicinity above existing without the project 

 Potential to create a substantial or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project 
vicinity above existing without the project 

Public Services 

 Potential to cause an adverse, increased demand on: police and fire protection, medical 
aid, solid waste disposal, and maintenance of public facilities 

Transportation and Traffic 

 Potential to cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in relation to the existing 
traffic load and capacity of the street system 

 Potential to exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard 
established by the county congestion management agency for designated roads or 
highways 

 Potential to substantially increase hazards due to design feature (e.g., sharp curves of 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses  (e.g., farm equipment) 

 Potential to result in inadequate emergency access 

 Potential to result in inadequate parking capacity 

 Potential to conflict with adopted policies, plans or programs supporting alternative 
transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks) supporting alternative transportation 

Utilities and Service Systems 

 Potential to exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the Santa Ana Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 

 Potential to require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which would cause 
significant environmental effects 



 Potential to require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects 

 Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing entitlements 
and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed 

 Potential to result in determination by the wastewater treatment provider, which serves 
or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected 
demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments 

 Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s 
solid waste disposal needs 

 Consistency with adopted regulations related to solid waste generation 

Wind 

 Consistency of the project design with wind-resistant design standards of the City 

 Potential wind effects of the proposed project on adjacent properties 



Environmental Effects Expected Not to be Significant  

Palm/Industrial Distribution Center EIR 

Aesthetics and Visual Resources 

 Potential to have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vita as identified in the City’s 
General Plan 

 Potential to substantially damage scenic resources 

The proposed project site is not located in an area designated as part of a scenic vista or view corridor in 

the City’s General Plan.  The topography of the site is generally flat, with a large hilly area that blocks 

views of the distant mountains from most vantage points on the site.  No significant publicly held views 

of the mountains would be obstructed by the proposed project.  Additionally, the proposed height of 

the building, approximately 40 feet, plus the additional 12-foot high berm, as well as the bulk and scale 

of the project, would not block a scenic vista. Proposed setbacks from the public right-of-way and 

adjacent property lines, as well as the removal of some existing above-ground utilities and their 

placement underground will enhance the aesthetics of the area. Therefore, there would be no impacts 

on scenic vistas, and no further analysis of this issue is required in the EIR. 

Agricultural Resources 

 Potential to convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland) to a non- agricultural use 

 Potential to conflict with agricultural zoning, and existing use, or Williamson Act 
Conservation Contract 

 Potential to involve other changes in the existing environment which could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural uses 

The project site is not listed as a candidate for prime farmland and no prime farmland of Statewide 

Importance or other agricultural land exists on the project site. The site is located in an urbanized area 

and is zoned for industrial uses.  There are no Williamson Act contracts applicable to the site.  No 

impacts to agricultural resources would occur. Therefore, no further analysis of this issue is required in 

the EIR. 

Biological Resources 

 Potential to conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan. 
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state 
habitat conservation plan 



There is no habitat conservation plan applicable to the project site.  Therefore, there would be no 

conflicts with an adopted habitat conservation plan, and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

Cultural Resources 

 Potential to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource 
as defined in Section 15064.5 of CEQA 

There are no historical resources or structures on the project site.  Therefore, there would be no 

impact to a historical resource, and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

Geology and Soils 

 Potential to expose people or structures to substantial adverse effects, including the risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving development within the Alquist-Priolo Special Studies 
Zone 

 Potential to be located within and Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone 

 Potential to modify any unique geologic or physical feature based on field review 

 Potential to modify a channel, creek or river based on a field review or review of USGS 
Topographic Map 

The proposed project site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone or Earthquake 

Fault Zone.  Therefore, no impacts would occur, and no further analysis of this issue is required in the 

EIR. 

The project site also contains no unique geologic resource or physical feature, and no channels, creeks, 

or rivers are contained within the site.  Therefore, there would be no impacts and further analysis is not 

required in the EIR.  

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 Potential to emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school 

 For a project located with an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, potential to result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area 

 For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, potential to result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working in the project area 

 Potential to expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or 
where residences are intermixed with wildlands 



The project site is not located within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school.  The area 

containing and surrounding the project site is zoned for industrial use.  Therefore, there would be no 

impact from hazardous emissions or handling, use, disposal, or transport of hazardous materials within 

one-quarter mile of a school.  No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

The nearest public or private airport/airstrip to the project site is the Rialto Municipal Airport, located 

approximately 4 miles from the project site.  There would be no hazard to construction workers or 

employees of the project as a result of proximity to an airport.  No further analysis is required in the 

EIR. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Potential to expose people or property to flood hazards as identified in the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s Flood Insurance Rate Map 

 Potential to place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures, which would impede or 
redirect flood flows 

 Potential for inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow 

The project site is located in a designated 500-year flood zone and no large bodies of water are 

proximate enough to pose a risk of seiche, tsunami, or mudflow.  No further analysis is required in the 

EIR. 

Land Use and Planning 

 Potential to physically divide an established community 

 Potential to conflict with the land use as designated based on the review of the General 
Plan Land Use Plan/Zoning Districts Map 

 Potential to develop within Foothill Fire Zones A & B, or C as identified on the Land 
Use Districts Zoning Map 

 Potential to conflict with any habitat resource conservation resource plan 

The proposed project would not create a physical barrier to or division of an established community.  

The site is zoned industrial, and an industrial distribution facility is proposed, which would not conflict 

with the land use designated on the General Plan Land Use Plan/Zoning Districts Map. The site is not 

located within Foothill Fire Zones A & B or C as identified on the Land Use Plan/Zoning Districts Map. 

There is no habitat resource conservation plan applicable to the project site.  Therefore, these issues 

require no further analysis in the EIR. 



Noise 

 For a project located within an airport land use plan or Airport Influence area, potential 
to expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels 

 For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, potential to expose people residing 
or working in the project area to excessive noise levels 

The project site, as noted, is approximately 4 miles distant from the nearest airport, and employees of 

the proposed project would not be exposed to excessive airport noise levels.  There would be no 

impact and this issue need not be analyzed further in the EIR. 

Population and Housing 

 Potential to induce substantial growth in an area either directly or indirectly 

 Potential to remove existing housing 

 Potential to create a significant demand for additional housing based on the proposed use and 
evaluation of project size 

The proposed project consists of a distribution facility of approximately 682,408 square feet.  

employing several hundred workers. Currently, there is a high unemployment rate in the Inland 

Empire, and a large jobs-housing imbalance. The Inland Empire, of which San Bernardino is a part, 

needs significantly more jobs to help address the high unemployment rate, as well as the high imbalance 

between jobs and existing housing. As a result of the high unemployment rate, and the jobs/housing 

imbalance, the project will add needed jobs to the area, but is not large enough to induce substantial 

population growth in the area, either directly or indirectly. Labor jobs of the type that would be 

provided by the project are generally filled by a local employment pool, as the wage scale is not 

sufficient to justify long commute times. It is anticipated that the jobs provided by the proposed project 

would be filled by current residents of the City of San Bernardino and/or by residents of the 

immediately adjacent communities, and there would be no substantial population increase (new 

residents of the City) as a result of the project.  Infrastructure to accommodate the project, such as 

extension of sewer or water lines, would not be constructed in an area not currently developed and 

would not act as an impetus for additional population or housing growth (leapfrog development). The 

proposed project, therefore, would not induce either direct or indirect substantial growth in the area, 

which is zoned for industrial use, and would not create a significant demand for additional housing 

based on the proposed use and project size.  These issues require no further analysis in the EIR. 

Public Services 

 Potential to cause an adverse, increased demand on schools or recreational facilities 



Because there would be no substantial population increase as a result of the proposed project, there 

would be no increased adverse demand on schools or recreational facilities. These issues require no 

further analysis in the EIR. 

Recreation 

 Potential to increase the demand for neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational 
facilities 

 Potential to include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment 

There are no neighborhood parks, regional parks, or other recreational facilities in proximity to the 

project site.  Employees of the project would not be anticipated to substantially increase the demand for 

parks and recreational facilities elsewhere in the City, as they are anticipated to be primarily current 

residents who already may utilize such facilities, and no substantial population growth would occur as a 

result of the project. There are no recreational facilities included in the proposed project, the 

construction of which that could cause adverse environmental effects. Therefore, these issues require 

no further analysis in the EIR. 

Transportation and Traffic 

 Potential to result in a change in air traffic patterns, including an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in location that results in substantial risks 

The proposed project is not located within an airport land use plan; the closest airport to the project 

site is Rialto Municipal Airport, 4 miles distant.  The project will not cause an increase in air traffic 

levels, as the primary mode of transit to move the goods into and out of the project will be through 

trucking operations; there will be no air service to the project. The proposed project would have no 

adverse impacts on air traffic.  This issue requires no further analysis in the EIR. 








































