
Spring Trails Specific Plan Scoping Meeting – Summarized Notes 
December 14, 2009 
City of San Bernardino – Economic Development Agency Bldg 
 
 
Team Members Present:  
City of San Bernardino (Terri Rahhal) 
USA Global (Victoria Mata, Frank Schnetz) 
Rick Engineering (Nate Smith) 
PBS&J (Luke Evans, Tom O’Neill) 
Gresham & Savage (Jennifer Guenther) 
Firesafe Planning Solutions (Dave Oatis) 
The Planning Center (JoAnn Hadfield, Leah Boyer) 
 
Comments on the Initial Study/NOP (sorted by commenter) 
 
 
Commenter Comment 
Lynette Kaplan Water 

 The area is currently served by inadequate water 
infrastructure. No finalized plans have been prepared for water 
infrastructure upgrades. The commenter is concerned about 
how the infrastructure issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

 The existing fire hydrants are substandard and a booster pump 
had to be brought out to the commenter’s residence during the 
last fire (2007) to provide adequate fireflow.  

 The fire hydrants cannot be temporarily removed during 
construction without providing some sort of temporary water 
supply. 

 Some of the wells in the area are above 50 feet below ground 
level. This is inaccurately stated in the Initial Study. Some are 
up to 30 feet below ground level. 

Fire 
 The high winds need to be addressed in relation to fire hazards 

(up to 125 mph). 
 The greenbelts with native vegetation will burn quickly. The 

commenter is concerned about who will be maintaining these 
areas once the project is built to make sure they meet fire 
standards. 

 The emergency fire access to homes is inadequate as 
presently planned (roadways are narrow and cul-de-sac 
driveways would be a problem – see comments below under 
“Parking”) 

 The sprinkler systems in homes do not work when the water 
supply for fireflow is inefficient or when the booster pumps 
stop working. 

Traffic 
 Palm and University Avenue would have cumulative traffic 

impacts with the development of the University Hills project. 
These cumulative impacts need to be addressed.  

 The traffic on Little League Drive would be substantial and this 
will impact air quality at the local school and community 
center on Little League Drive. 

Wind 
 The high velocity winds can cause a number of substantial 

impacts to the surrounding area and project site.  
 The Australian fire studies should be referenced to analyze fire 



effects. 
 The “hold in place” technique does not work. 
 Winds are also a problem during construction grading because 

dust and debris from the site will be blown into neighboring 
properties. Appropriate mitigation measures for this are 
needed. 

Emergency Access 
 Parking in cul-de-sac driveways should be prohibited since 

this would result in inadequate emergency fire access. 
Schools 
 Local schools are over capacity (Cesar Chavez Middle 

School). The proposed housing would generate quite a few 
kids and cumulative projects would also be generating 
students. 

Hydrology/Site Drainage 
 The hydrology studies are optimistic at best. They lack a broad 

scope of analysis that covers all the impacts of debris and 
erosion on downstream users. 

 Runoff during rain storms washes out soil in ravines (photo 
taken in December 2009 near Meyers Road). The drainage of 
the site needs to be addressed. 

Marlene Evans Biology 
 There are a lot of biological qualities of the site that need to be 

adequately addressed in the EIR. Observations of San 
Bernardino kangaroo rat and Swanson’s hawk have been 
frequently made by the commenter.  

 The close proximity of the housing to the San Bernardino 
National Forest would allow potential destruction of habitat by 
residents (i.e. off-roading and other forms of recreation). 
These issues should be addressed in the EIR.  

 The CA Dept. of Fish and Game should be more involved with 
the analysis and should be visiting the site.  

 Valuable places onsite (Cable Creek Falls and Verdemont Falls) 
should be included in the analysis. The commenter is 
concerned about the development’s impacts on these areas. 

Geology & Soils 
 The San Andreas faultline shifts. The commenter is concerned 

about whether this been readdressed since the previous EIR. 
Dave Goodward (Audubon Society) 
 

Land Use 
 As it stands, the applicant would have to take private land to 

complete the Martin Ranch Road. The commenter is 
concerned about how this will be done. 

 The current depictions of how the proposed Martin Ranch 
Road and the existing Martin Ranch Road would be connected 
are not clear in the Initial Study.  

 The commenter is concerned about whether eminent domain 
would be used to obtain private property that is currently not 
owned by the applicant. 

Biology 
 The commenter is concerned about state and federal agencies 

(CA Dept. of Fish and Game and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers) authorizing permits without properly assessing the 
project site with conducting a firsthand survey themselves.  

Blake Barton  The commenter’s property borders the project site on the 
south (and would be one of the closest neighbors). 

Water  
 Runoff from the project site will contain pesticides, chemicals, 

oils, and other pollution that will penetrate local groundwater. 
Most of the neighboring residents use well water. The 



commenter is concerned about the impacts of runoff pollution 
on their water supply.  

 The presence of the San Andreas faultline acts as a natural 
subterranean wall that causes water to pool underground, 
concentrating pollutants to these areas. 

 Water storage tanks need to adequately serve the area in the 
event of a fire. Most of these storage tanks rely on booster 
pumps to provide fireflow. Since they run on electricity, they 
may not function during a fire. The commenter suggests the 
use of generators to supply additional/emergency water 
pumping power.  

Biology  
 As a resident onsite since 1989, the commenter has seen a lot 

of wildlife on the project site. A lot of this wildlife has not been 
adequately surveyed. (Has observed bears, bobcats, deer, 
SBKR, Swanson’s hawks, coyotes, and owls.) The proposed 
housing would significantly affect the habitats and presence of 
this wildlife. 

Cultural Resources 
 There are cultural resources on the project site that should be 

addressed in the EIR (specifically mentioned the burial ground 
and the military practice range).  

Richard Kaplan  The retention basins onsite need to be managed. This should 
be detailed in the EIR. 

 The commenter is concerned whether the geological reports 
from previous EIRs are adequate to be used for the proposed 
EIR analysis. When the commenter rebuilt his house after the 
last fire, he had to conduct a new geological and soil analysis 
for his home site. 

 The proposed trail system should allow the use of horses on 
the public trails. This should be identified in the EIR. 

Hank Mitchell  The commenter is concerned that the currently proposed 50-
foot-wide alignments for the onsite roadways would not be 
wide enough for emergency access. 

 Construction activities would involve the removal of excess 
soil from the site, requiring the use of haul truck on local 
streets. These streets are in poor shape already and the 
commenter is concerned about whether the developer would 
take care of additional damage to the local roads.  

 The proposed primary and secondary access roads would 
need to be developed prior to onsite grading and construction 
because there is no other way to access the site. 

 The proposed project would generate students that need to 
have schools to go to. The commenter is concerned about 
overcrowding conditions at local schools. 
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