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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that local government agencies, prior to taking 
action on projects over which they have discretionary approval authority, consider the environmental 
consequences of such projects. An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is a public document designed to 
provide local and state governmental agency decision makers with an analysis of potential environmental 
consequences to support informed decision-making. This EIR has been prepared to evaluate the 
environmental consequences of the San Bernardino General Plan Update, which includes the University 
District Specific Plan and the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan and its accompanying annexation. This 
document focuses on those issues determined to be potentially significant as discussed in the Initial Study 
completed for this project (See Volume II, Appendix A).  

This DEIR has been prepared pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), and the State CEQA Guidelines to determine if approval of the discretionary actions requested and 
subsequent development could have a significant impact on the environment. The City of San Bernardino, as 
the Lead Agency, has reviewed and revised as necessary all submitted drafts, technical studies, and reports 
to reflect its own independent judgment, including reliance on applicable technical personnel and review of 
all technical reports prepared by subconsultants. 

1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURES 

This DEIR has been prepared pursuant to CEQA to assess the environmental effects associated with 
implementation of the proposed General Plan Update, as well as anticipated future discretionary actions and 
approvals. The six main objectives of this document as established by CEQA are listed below: 

1) To disclose to decision-makers and the public the significant environmental effects of proposed 
activities. 

2) To identify ways to avoid or reduce environmental damage. 

3) To prevent environmental damage by requiring implementation of feasible alternatives or mitigation 
measures. 

4) To disclose to the public reasons for agency approval of projects with significant environmental 
effects. 

5) To foster interagency coordination in the review of projects. 

6) To enhance public participation in the planning process. 

An EIR is the most comprehensive form of environmental documentation identified in CEQA and the CEQA 
Guidelines. It provides the information needed to assess the environmental consequences of a proposed 
project, to the extent feasible. EIRs are intended to provide objective, factually supported, full disclosure 
analyses of the environmental consequences associated with a proposed project that has the potential to 
result in significant, adverse environmental impacts. 

An EIR is also one of the various decision-making tools used by a Lead Agency to consider the merits and 
disadvantages of a project that is subject to its discretionary authority. Prior to approving a proposed project, 
the Lead Agency must consider the information contained in the EIR, determine whether the EIR was 
properly prepared in accordance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, determine that it reflects the 
independent judgment of the Lead Agency, adopt findings concerning the project’s significant environmental 
impacts and alternatives, and must adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations if the proposed project 
would result in significant impacts that cannot be avoided. 
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1.2.1 EIR Format 

This DEIR has been formatted to identify the impacts of the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan separately from 
the impacts of the General Plan Update, which includes analysis of the University District Specific Plan. The 
University District Specific Plan primarily focuses on aesthetic treatment and policy guidance and its land use 
plan is reflected in the General Plan Update. This DEIR contains the following sections described below. The 
Arrowhead Springs information is identified where appropriate throughout the document. 

Section 1. Executive Summary – This section summarizes the background and description of the proposed 
General Plan Update and Associated Specific Plans and other related actions, the format of the DEIR, project 
alternatives, and the potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures identified for the project.  

Section 2. Introduction – This section describes the purpose of the DEIR; background on the project; the 
Notice of Preparation/Initial Study; the use of incorporation by reference; Final EIR certification; and, any 
critical issues remaining to be resolved. 

Section 3. Project Description – This section provides a detailed description of the project including a 
separate description of the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan, the objectives of the proposed General Plan 
Update and Associated Specific Plans; the project area and location; approvals anticipated to be included as 
part of the project; the necessary environmental clearances for the project; and the intended uses of the 
DEIR.  

Section 4. Environmental Setting – The purpose of this section is to provide an overall description of the 
physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of the project, as they existed at the time the Notice of 
Preparation was published, from both a local and regional perspective. The environmental setting, which is 
detailed in more depth in Chapter 5, provides a set of baseline physical conditions from which the lead 
agency determines the significance of environmental impacts resulting from the proposed project. This 
chapter also details the assumptions regarding the evaluation of cumulative impacts. 

Section 5. Environmental Analysis – This section provides, for each environmental parameter analyzed, a 
description of the thresholds used to determine if a significant impact would occur; the methodology to 
identify and evaluate the potential impacts of the project; the existing environmental setting; the potential 
adverse and beneficial effects of the project; the level of impact significance before mitigation; the mitigation 
measures for the proposed project; the level of significance of the adverse impacts of the project after 
mitigation is incorporated and the potential cumulative impacts associated with the proposed project and 
other existing, approved, and proposed development in the area. Generally speaking, the analysis of 
impacts for the General Plan Update is cumulative in nature and as such incorporated cumulative data for 
the Arrowhead Springs project, which is currently in the sphere of influence (SOI). Therefore cumulative 
impacts for Arrowhead Springs will be assumed to be the same as the impact analysis presented for the 
General Plan Update. 

Measures that have the potential to mitigate project impacts are divided into three types: 1) Relevant Policies 
and Programs, 2) Existing Regulations and Standard Conditions and 3) Mitigation Measures. Relevant 
Policies and Programs are those items from the proposed General Plan Update with which the project must 
comply, and which, through compliance, potentially significant impacts are either reduced or avoided. 
Existing Regulations and Standard Conditions refer to existing federal, state, county, and city codes, 
regulations and standard conditions with which the project must comply, and which through compliance, 
potentially significant impacts are either reduced or avoided. Existing Regulations encompass such legal 
requirements as the Uniform Building Code, the City’s Development Code, and existing municipal storm 
water permits. Standard Conditions are those standard conditions of approval, which have been adopted by 
the local jurisdiction and are applied to all projects within that jurisdiction. Although compliance with existing 
laws and regulations is not considered mitigation, the Relevant Goals, Policies and Programs and Existing 
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Regulations and Standard Conditions applicable to the project are identified in Section 5 but have not been 
included in Table 1.8-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts.  

Section 6. Significant Unavoidable Adverse Impacts – This section describes the significant unavoidable 
adverse impacts of the proposed project. 

Section 7. Alternatives – This section describes the impacts of the alternatives to the proposed project 
(both the General Plan Update and the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan), including the No Project/Existing 
Conditions Alternative and a Reduced Intensity Alternative. 

Section 8. Impacts Found Not to be Significant – This section briefly describes the potential impacts of the 
project that were determined not to be significant by the Initial Study and were therefore not discussed in 
detail in the DEIR.  

Section 9. Significant Irreversible Changes Due to the Proposed Project – This section describes the 
significant irreversible environmental changes associated with the project.  

Section 10. Growth-Inducing Impacts of the Project – This section describes the growth inducing impacts 
of the General Plan Update and the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan project. 

Section 11. Organizations and Persons Consulted – This section lists the people and organizations that 
were contacted during the preparation of the DEIR for the proposed project. 

Section 12. Qualifications of Persons Preparing EIR – This section lists the people who prepared the DEIR 
for the proposed project. 

Section 13. Bibliography – This section is a bibliography of the technical reports and other documentation 
used in the preparation of the DEIR for the proposed General Plan Update. 

Appendices – The appendices in this document contain supporting documents and other material too 
detailed and voluminous to be included in the body of the DEIR. There are two volumes of appendices with 
technical data supporting the Arrowhead Springs analysis found in Volume III. The following appendices are 
contained in Volume II of this DEIR: 

• Appendix A: Notice of Preparation and Initial Study  
• Appendix B: Comments on NOP/IS 
• Appendix C Air Quality Data 
• Appendix D Noise Data 
• Appendix E Service Correspondence 
• Appendix F: Traffic Analysis 

Volume III contains the following: 

• Appendix A: Air Quality Data 
• Appendix B: Biological Resources 
• Appendix C: Cultural Resources 
• Appendix D: Geology and Soils 
• Appendix E: Phase I 
• Appendix F: Hydrology and Water Quality  
• Appendix G: Noise Data 
• Appendix H: Traffic Analysis 
• Appendix I: Water Supply Analysis 
• Appendix J: Facility Plan 
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1.2.2 Type and Purpose of this DEIR 

This DEIR has been prepared in accordance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. In accordance with 
Section 15121 (a) of the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 
3), the purpose of an EIR is to: 

Inform public agency decision-makers and the public generally of the significant environ-
mental effects of a project, identify possible ways to minimize the significant effects, and 
describe reasonable alternatives to the project. 

This DEIR fulfills the requirements for a Program EIR. Although the legally required contents of a Program 
EIR are the same as those of a Project EIR, Program EIRs are typically more conceptual and may contain a 
more general discussion of impacts, alternatives, and mitigation measures than a Project EIR. As provided in 
Section 15168 of the State CEQA Guidelines, a Program EIR may be prepared on a series of actions that 
may be characterized as one large project. Use of a Program EIR provides the City (as Lead Agency) with 
the opportunity to consider broad policy alternatives and program-wide mitigation measures and provides 
the City with greater flexibility to address project-specific and cumulative environmental impacts on a 
comprehensive basis.  

Agencies generally prepare Program EIRs for programs or a series of related actions that are linked 
geographically, are logical parts of a chain of contemplated events, rules, regulations, or plans that govern 
the conduct of a continuing program, or are individual activities carried out under the same authority and 
having generally similar environmental effects that can be mitigated in similar ways.  

Once a Program EIR has been prepared, subsequent activities within the program must be evaluated to 
determine whether an additional CEQA document needs to be prepared. However, if the Program EIR 
addresses the program’s effects as specifically and comprehensively as possible, many subsequent 
activities could be found to be within the Program EIR scope and additional environmental documents may 
not be required [Guidelines Section 15168(c)]. When a Program EIR is relied on for a subsequent activity, 
the Lead Agency must incorporate feasible mitigation measures and alternatives developed in the Program 
EIR into the subsequent activities [Guidelines Section 15168 (c)(3)]. If a subsequent activity would have 
effects not within the scope of the Program EIR, the Lead Agency must prepare a new Initial Study leading to 
a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or an EIR. In this case, the Program EIR still serves a 
valuable purpose as the first-tier environmental analysis. The CEQA Guidelines [Section 15168 (h)] 
encourage the use of Program EIRs, citing five advantages: 

• Provide a more exhaustive consideration of impacts and alternatives than would be practical in an 
individual EIR; 

• Focus on cumulative impacts that might be slighted in a case-by-case analysis; 
• Avoid continual reconsideration of recurring policy issues; 
• Consider broad policy alternatives and programmatic mitigation measures at an early stage when 

the agency has greater flexibility to deal with them; and, 
• Reduce paperwork by encouraging the reuse of data (through tiering). 

In practice, this Program EIR would be utilized for subsequent activities implementing the goals and polices 
of the General Plan Update or in the case of Arrowhead Springs implementing the development plan, 
provided the activities fall within the scope of this DEIR. These would include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 

1) Implement the Neighborhood Improvement Program, which offers a system of measures and 
incentives and that are intended to stimulate the improvement of local neighborhoods. 

2) Incorporate new provisions of the General Plan into the Development Code. 
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3) Necessary provisions to achieve the intent of the Strategic Policy Areas, including: 

• Allow flexibility in the allowable uses and signage in the Redlands Boulevard Strategic Area. 
• Promote the conversion of apartments in the Residential Conversion/Restoration Strategic 

Area. 
• Incorporate applicable portions of the Corridor Improvement Program. 

4) Modify development standards, including parking, setback, landscaping, and road/driveway width, 
to allow the flexibility accommodate the preservation of historic buildings and the adaptive reuse of 
structures. 

5) Update and tailor design and development standards to address the hazards posed by high wildfire 
and wind hazards, especially in the northern portions of the City. The standards should account for 
local variations in conditions. 

6) Allow for the use of alternative energy systems provided that they meet all public safety, health, and 
welfare requirements and are proven to be reliable.  

7) Adopt a Preservation Ordinance that authorizes the City to designate any site, building, area or 
vegetation deemed to be of historical, architectural, or cultural significance as a San Bernardino City 
Historical landmark or district. Such ordinance shall conform to State and Federal criteria for 
establishing a preservation ordinance and the Historic and Archeological Element. 

8) Necessary changes in the Noise Ordinance and Airport Overlay to reflect the adopted 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the San Bernardino International Airport. 

9) Develop a Project Review Checklist that ensures that all development projects are reviewed for their 
design quality and impacts on immediate surroundings, including use, size, location, aesthetics, and 
land use compatibility; economic and fiscal viability; trips generated and circulation impacts; 
infrastructure and service demands; environmental analysis (CEQA); fire and police demands; and 
solid waste capacity to name a few. 

10) Site-specific environmental review of proposed annexations with the City’s existing Sphere of 
Influence. 

11) As a part of The Arrowhead Springs portion of this project, annexation of 1,548 acres that are 
located in unincorporated County of San Bernardino and associated revision of the Zoning Map. 

12) Improvement of Harrison Avenue between 40th Street and 30th Street, in conjunction with 
development in Arrowhead Springs. 

13) Development Agreement. 

14) Review and approval of individual tract map submittals for Arrowhead Springs.  

1.3 PROJECT LOCATION 

City of San Bernardino 

The City of San Bernardino is located approximately 60 miles east of the City of Los Angeles in the upper 
Santa Ana River Valley. This valley is framed by the San Bernardino Mountains on the northeast and east, 
Blue Mountain and Box Springs Mountain abutting the Cities of Loma Linda and Redlands to the south, and 
the San Gabriel Mountains and the Jurupa Hills to the northwest and southwest, respectively. 
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San Bernardino is surrounded by the Cities of Rialto to the west, Colton to the southwest, Loma Linda to the 
south, Redlands to the southeast, Highland to the east, and the San Bernardino National Forest to the north.  

The City of San Bernardino encompasses an area that stretches from just south of the I-10 Freeway on the 
south to the Cajon Creek Wash and the San Bernardino Mountains on the north. The City’s total planning 
area is 45,231acres, or 71 square miles. This includes 38,402 acres, or 60 square miles, of incorporated 
territory and 6,829 acres, or 11 square miles, of unincorporated lands within the City’s Sphere of Influence. 

University District Specific Plan 

The University District Specific Plan is located in the northwestern portion of the City in the foothills of the 
San Bernardino Mountains. The University District Specific Plan encompasses 6,375 acres and includes 
California State University, San Bernardino and its surrounding community. 

Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan 

Situated in the Inland Empire and consisting of approximately 1,916 acres, Arrowhead Springs is located at 
the base of the San Bernardino Mountains along State Route (SR) 18 at the northeast end of the City of San 
Bernardino. It is approximately 1.5 hours from both Los Angeles and San Diego, 45 minutes from Palm 
Springs, and 30 minutes from Ontario International Airport. The site is also located within 30–45 minutes from 
the mountain resorts of Crestline, Lake Arrowhead, and Big Bear.  

Arrowhead Springs is currently accessed directly by SR-18 and Waterman Avenue. Waterman Avenue can 
be accessed from downtown San Bernardino or by SR-30, which connects to I-215 and I-10 to the south, 
east and west. 

1.4 PROJECT SUMMARY 

The proposed project consists of three main elements: 1) update of the City’s General Plan; which includes 
2) the University District Specific Plan; and 3) Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan with associated annexation. 

1.4.1 General Plan 

The proposed project consists of a comprehensive update to the City’s General Plan with the exception of 
the Housing Element, which was adopted July 2003 and included but simply reformatted to fit the new 
document. The proposed General Plan Update reflects the community’s view of its future and can be thought 
of as the blueprint for the City’s growth and development.  

The general plan is considered “long-term” since it looks 20 years into the future. The general plan projects 
conditions and needs into the future as a basis for determining long-term objectives and policies for day-to-
day decision-making. While the life of the General Plan is generally considered to be 20 years, the General 
Plan includes policies and programs that are short term, long term, and ongoing. Some portions of the 
General Plan, such as the land use plan, are not linked to any timeline. The land use plan reflects build-out, 
which will occur through voluntary methods or redevelopment efforts throughout the life of the City. 

The general plan is considered “comprehensive” since it covers the territory within the boundaries of the City 
and any areas outside of its boundaries that relate to its planning activities (sphere of influence). The City of 
San Bernardino’s total planning area is 45,231 acres, or 71 square miles. This includes 38,402 acres, or 60 
square miles, of incorporated territory and 6,829 acres, or 11 square miles, of unincorporated lands within 
the City’s SOI. 

The General Plan is also comprehensive in that it addresses a wide variety of issues that characterize a city. 
These issues range from the physical development of the jurisdiction, such as general locations, timing, and 
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extent of land uses and supporting infrastructure, to social concerns such as those identified in the housing 
element regarding housing affordability. To address this range of issues, the proposed General Plan is 
divided into various topical sections, or Elements, as follows: 

• Introduction – describes the background, development process, features, and structure of the 
General Plan as well as the Vision that guides the entire Plan and Land Use Map. 

• Land Use – designates the general distribution and intensity of land uses in our community and 
provides general development guidelines and policy direction for the use and development of land 
within the planning area. 

• Housing – assesses our current and projected housing needs, and sets out policies and proposals 
for the improvement of housing and the provision of adequate sites for housing to meet the needs of 
all economic segments of the City. 

• Economic Development – addresses the economic outlook and opportunities in our community 
and presents strategies to enhance our financial health. 

• Community Design – assesses the aesthetic qualities of our community and provides design 
guidelines to help improve our community’s image. 

• Circulation – identifies the general location and extent of existing and proposed major 
transportation facilities, including major roadways, rail, transit systems, and airports. 

• Public Facilities and Services – addresses our fire, police, and library services as well as schools 
and cultural facilities. 

• Parks, Recreation, and Trails – presents guidance for the acquisition, development, maintenance, 
and improvement of our parks, community centers, and trails. 

• Utilities – provides guidance for our infrastructure and utilities. 

• Safety – addresses geologic and seismic, hazardous materials, wind and fire, aviation, and flooding 
issues in our community. 

• Historical and Archeological Resources – addresses the enhancement and preservation of our 
historic resources. 

• Natural Resources and Conservation – provides guidance for the preservation, use, and 
enhancement of our natural resources. 

• Energy and Water Conservation – addresses the efficient use and conservation of our valuable 
energy and water resources. 

• Noise – identifies and appraises noise problems and includes policies to protect the City from 
excessive noise. 

The City of San Bernardino’s General Plan is guided by a Vision Statement and Key Strategies, which 
describe the basic direction of the policies contained in this Plan and represent the community’s view of its 
future. The Vision and Key Strategies also act as a yardstick against which initiatives and proposals can be 
measured to determine if they are or are not in concert with the future direction of the City 
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1.4.2 University District Specific Plan 

The growth and development of California State University, San Bernardino (CSUSB) and City have occurred 
independently and subsequently they are not physically integrated. However, CSUSB represents a major 
opportunity to help improve the City’s image and the City can capitalize upon the presence of the University 
and use it as a catalyst to improve the surrounding community. The purpose of the University District Specific 
Plan is to guide the integration of CSUSB with the surrounding community and the City as a whole.  

The University District is located in the northwestern portion of the City in the foothills of the San Bernardino 
Mountains overlooking the Cajon Creek Wash and the Glen Helen Regional Park. The boundaries of the 
University District encompass the University itself (430 acres) and its surrounding community. In all, the 
University District Specific Plan encompasses 6,375 acres. 

The University District Specific Plan focuses on the aesthetic treatment of the public rights-of-way and other 
programs designed to create an identifiable district surrounding the University. The Specific Plan includes 
design guidelines addressing the treatment of landscaping, signage, banners, gateways, and 
pedestrian/bicycle connections. The Specific Plan also addresses potential street and public facility name 
changes to reflect the presence of the University and continued cooperation with CSUSB. 

There are no unique land use or circulation system changes or developments proposed as a part of the 
University District Specific Plan. The Specific Plan reflects previously mixed use developments in the area. 
The Land Use plan contained in the University District Specific Plan simply reflects the General Plan Land 
Use map and land use designations. 

1.4.3 Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan 

The Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan provides standards and guidelines for the use and development of 
1,916 acres that are partially within and partially outside of the City’s jurisdictional boundaries. Three 
hundred sixty-eight (368) acres of the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area are currently located in the 
incorporated City and the remaining 1,548 acres are located in unincorporated County of San Bernardino but 
within the sphere of influence of the City. Included as part of this project, is the annexation of the 1,548 acres 
into the City of San Bernardino. 

The Specific Plan calls for a mixed use resort/residential development centered on the existing Arrowhead 
Springs Hotel and Resort/Spa and includes: 1,350 units including 36 single-family detached and 1,314 multi-
family units; 1,044,646 square feet of existing and new commercial and office uses; a new 199-acre, 18-hole 
public golf course; the reuse of the historic Arrowhead Springs Hotel; a new 300-room hotel; a new and 
reuse of the existing conference center; and the reuse and expansion of the historic Arrowhead Springs 
spa/resort. Arrowhead Springs offers 250,000 square feet of office, the pedestrian oriented Village Walk 
(200,000 square feet of commercial) and Windy Point restaurant (20,000 square feet). Of the total non-
residential area, 235,996 square feet exist and will be preserved and enhanced as a part of this plan. These 
non-residential uses could result in approximately 2,530 new jobs. 

The developable area is clustered into 506 acres near existing development and is distributed within 1,400 
acres of open space and watershed, which comprise 73 percent of the site. Currently less than 200 acres of 
the property are developed and include such uses as an historic 1939 hotel/spa resort, steam caves, 
residential-style bungalows, an historic swimming pool, tennis courts, outdoor theater, meeting halls and 
maintenance buildings. These facilities are not generally open to the public at this time.  

The Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan includes a total of 21.0 acres of parks in the developed area, consisting 
of a 13.9-acre public Botanical Garden and 7.1 acres of neighborhood parks of varying sizes. In addition to 
this, a 199-acre public golf course and approximately 1,400 acres of open space are also provided. 
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1.5 SUMMARY OF PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 

CEQA states that an EIR must address “a range of reasonable alternatives to the project, or to the location of 
the project, which could feasibly attain the basic objectives of the project, but would avoid or substantially 
lessen any of the significant effects of the project and evaluate the comparative merits of the alternatives.” 
[14 Cal. Code of Reg. 15126.6(a)] As described in Section 7.0 of this DEIR, two project alternatives for the 
General Plan update were identified and analyzed for relative impacts as compared to the proposed project: 

• No Project/Existing General Plan Alternative 
• Reduced Intensity Alternative 

Three alternatives were identified for the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan project as follows: 

• No Project/Existing Zoning Alternative 
• Reduced Intensity Alternative 
• Wetlands Avoidance Alternative 

1.5.1 San Bernardino General Plan  

1.5.1.1 No-Project Alternative 

The No Project/Existing General Plan Alternative, as required by the CEQA Guidelines, analyzes the effects of 
continued implementation of the City’s existing General Plan. This alternative assumes the existing General 
Plan remains as the adopted long-range planning policy document for the City. Development would continue 
to occur within the City in accordance with the existing General Plan and Specific Plans. Build-out pursuant 
to the existing General Plan would allow current development patterns to remain. The existing General Plan 
would not allow for the development in the SOI as envisioned in the proposed General Plan Update, which 
primarily involves the Martin Ranch on the northern border of the City. The No Project/Existing General Plan 
Alternative would provide 99,233 dwelling units, increase population by 156,263 persons over the 2005 
SCAG estimate of population, and provide a total of 369,923 jobs within the City at build-out, as compared to 
the proposed General Plan Update. The Arrowhead Springs area would not be developed as a specific plan 
and would not be annexed into the City. 

1.5.1.2 Reduced Intensity Alternative 

The Reduced Intensity Alternative focuses on reducing impacts on traffic and thus the impacts on air quality 
and noise by changing the allowable floor area ratio of the commercial and industrial land uses thereby 
decreasing the number of jobs and the resulting traffic. Estimated population and housing units would stay 
the same as the proposed project but job creation would be reduced to 178,443 from 355,629 in the 
proposed project, consequently reducing the jobs to household ratio.  

1.5.2 Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan 

1.5.2.1 No Project Alternative  

The “no project” alternative for the Arrowhead Springs area assumes that the County portion of the property 
is not annexed into the City of San Bernardino and the area is allowed to develop with existing zoning which 
would allow residential development with densities anywhere between 4.5 dwelling units per acre and one 
(1) dwelling unit per 40 acres. This alternative also assumes that operation of existing facilities for use as a 
resort could resume with minor and necessary health and safety repairs.  
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1.5.2.2 Reduced Intensity Alternative 

Since construction activities are the primary source of air quality and noise impacts and commercial uses 
generate the greatest amount of traffic (also contributing to air quality and noise impacts), the reduced 
intensity alternative focuses on reducing the amount of commercial and office use which would reduce the 
size of the area to be graded and consequently would also reduce traffic and associated impacts as well. 
The alternative assumes that the Hilltown shops, new hotel, office building and restaurant are not built and 
the Village Walk commercial area is limited to 150,000 square feet for neighborhood commercial. 

1.5.2.3 Wetlands Avoidance Alternative 

The wetlands avoidance alternative assumes that development would not occur in areas of potential 
jurisdictional waters and riparian habitat. Although a few holes of the golf course might fit in the non-
jurisdictional areas this alternative would essentially eliminate an 18-hole golf course and some of the 
residential pad sites along Waterman Canyon. With only minor adjustment to the development plan near 
Lake Vonette, the remainder of the development would be built. 

1.6 ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED 

Section 15123(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR contain issues to be resolved including the 
choice among alternatives and whether or how to mitigate significant impacts. With regard to the proposed 
project, the major issues to be resolved include decisions by the Lead Agency as to the following: 

1) Whether this DEIR adequately describes the environmental impacts of the project. 

2) Whether the benefits of the project override those environmental impacts which cannot be feasibly 
avoided or mitigated to a less than significant level. 

3) Whether the proposed land use changes are compatible with the character of the existing area. 

4) Whether the identified goals, policies, programs or mitigation measures should be adopted or 
modified. 

5) Whether there are other mitigation measures that should be applied to the project besides the 
mitigation measures identified in the DEIR. 

6) Whether there are any alternatives to the project that would substantially lessen any of the significant 
impacts of the proposed project and achieve most of the basic project objectives. 

1.7 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY 

There are no specific areas of known controversy concerning the proposed project. This Draft EIR has taken 
into consideration the comments received from the public, various agencies, and jurisdictions in response to 
the Notice of Preparation. Written comments received during the NOP and scoping period are contained in 
Volume Appendix B. 

1.8 SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS, MITIGATION MEASURES, AND 
LEVELS OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

Table 1.8-1 (beginning on the following page) summarizes the conclusions of the environmental analysis 
contained in this EIR. Impacts are identified as significant or less than significant and for all significant 
impacts mitigation measures are identified. The level of significance after imposition of the mitigation 
measures is also presented. 
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Table 1.8-1   
Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

5.1  AESTHETICS 

GP Impact 5.1-1:  Build-out of the City of San 
Bernardino General Plan would alter the visual 
appearance of the City of San Bernardino  
(Thresholds AE-1 and AE-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.1-2:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan would generate 
additional light and glare within the City 
(Threshold AE-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.1-1:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan would alter the visual 
appearance of the Arrowhead Springs area  
(Thresholds AE-1 and AE-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.1-2:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan would generate additional 
light and glare in a previously undeveloped area  
(Threshold AE-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

5.3  AIR QUALITY  

GP Impact 5.2-1:  The San Bernardino General 
Plan Update is consistent with the South Coast 
AQMP. (Threshold AQ-1) 

Less than Significant No mitigation measures required. Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.2-2:  Construction activities 
associated with the proposed project would 
generate short-term emissions while long-term 
operation of the project would generate 
additional vehicle trips and associated emissions 
in exceedance of SCAQMD’s threshold criteria 
(Threshold AQ-2 and AQ-3) 

Potentially Significant GP 5.2-2A Prior to the issuance of grading permits, the property 
owner/developer shall include a note on all grading plans which 
requires the construction contractor to implement following 
measures during grading. These measures shall also be 
discussed at the pregrade conference. 

• Use low emission mobile construction equipment. 

• Maintain construction equipment engines by keeping them 
tuned. 

• Utilize existing power sources (i.e., power poles) when 
feasible. 

Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

• Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference. 

• Minimize obstruction of through-traffic lanes. When feasible, 
construction should be planned so that lane closures on 
existing streets are kept to a minimum. 

• Schedule construction operations affecting traffic for off-peak 
hours to minimize traffic congestion. 

• Develop a traffic plan to minimize traffic flow interference from 
construction activities (the plan may include advance public 
notice of routing, use of public transportation and satellite 
parking areas with a shuttle service). 

 

GP 5.2-2B The City shall promote the use of low or zero VOC content 
architectural coatings for construction and maintenance 
activities. 

 

GP 5.2-2C The City shall reduce vehicle emissions caused by traffic 
congestion by implementing transportation systems management 
techniques that include synchronized traffic signals and limiting 
on-street parking. 

 

GP 5.2-2D The City shall consider the feasibility of diverting commercial 
truck traffic to off-peak periods to alleviate non-recurrent 
congestion as a means to improve roadway efficiency. 

 

GP 5.2-2E The City shall promote the use of fuel efficient vehicles such as 
fuel hybrids when purchasing vehicles for the City’s vehicle fleet. 

GP Impact 5.2-3:  Implementation of the San 
Bernardino General Plan update would result in a 
cumulatively considerable net increase of criteria 
pollutants for which the project region is in a 
state of non-attainment. (Threshold AQ-3) 

Significant GP 5.2-3 Implementation of mitigation measures GP 5.2-2A, B, C, D and E 
shall be applied to reduce cumulative impacts. 

Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
GP Impact 5.2-4:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan Update would not 
expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations. (Thresholds AQ-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less Than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.2-1:  The Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan Project is consistent with the South 
Coast AQMP. (Threshold AQ-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less Than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.2-2:  Construction activities 
associated with the proposed project would 
generate short-term emissions while long-term 
operation of the project would generate 
additional vehicle trips and associated emissions 
in exceedance of SCAQMD’s threshold criteria 
(Thresholds AQ-2 and AQ-3) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.2-2A The developer or project applicant shall use zero Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOC) content architectural coatings during the 
construction of the project to the maximum extent feasible which 
would reduce VOC (ROG) emissions by 95 percent over 
convention architectural coatings.  

 

AHS 5.2-2B Prior to and/or during construction operations, the property 
owner/developer shall implement the following measures to 
further reduce fugitive dust emission to the extent feasible. To 
assure compliance, the City shall verify compliance that these 
measures have been implemented during normal construction 
site inspections.  

• Pave, gravel or apply nontoxic soil stabilizers on-site haul 
roads with 150 or more daily trips 

• Phase grading to prevent the susceptibility of large areas to 
erosion over extended periods of time 

• Schedule activities to minimize the amounts of exposed 
excavated soil during and after the end of work periods 

• Dispose of surplus excavated material in accordance with 
local ordinances and use sound engineering practices  

• Maintain a minimum of one-foot freeboard ratio on haul trucks 
or cover payloads on trucks hauling soil using tarps or other 
suitable means  

• Install adequate storm water control systems to prevent mud 
deposition onto paved areas. 

Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

• Enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply nontoxic soil 
binders, according to manufacturers’ specifications, to 
exposed piles (i.e., gravel, sand, dirt) with 5 percent or greater 
silt content. Rule 403 generally covers this under high wind 
and normal conditions. 

• Water active sites at least three times daily. 

AHS Impacts 5..2-3:  The Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan project would delay attainment of 
the South Coast AQMP (Threshold AQ-3) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.2-3 Implementation of mitigation measures AHS 5.2-2A and AHS 
5.2-2B shall be applied to reduce cumulative impacts.  

Significant 

AHS Impact 5.2-4:  Implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan project would 
not expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations. (Threshold AQ-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant  

5.3  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

GP Impact 5.3-1: Development in accordance 
with the proposed general plan update land use 
designations would potentially result in the loss 
of sensitive vegetation communities and 
sensitive species in undeveloped portions of the 
City and SOI. (Threshold B-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.3-2:  Development in accordance 
with the proposed general plan update land use 
designations would potentially result in the loss 
of riparian habitat in undeveloped portions of the 
City and SOI (Threshold B-2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.3-3:  Development in accordance 
with the proposed general plan update land use 
designations could impact USACE and CDFG 
jurisdictional waters in undeveloped portions of 
the City and SOI. (Threshold B-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
GP Impact 5.3-4:  Development in accordance 
with the proposed general plan land use 
designations would potentially affect wildlife 
movement corridors in undeveloped portions of 
the City and SOI. (Threshold B-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.3-5:  The proposed project would 
require compliance with the requirements of the 
City of San Bernardino Hillside Management 
district overlay and tree ordinance. (Threshold 
B-5) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.3-6:  The proposed project would 
not conflict with existing conservation areas or 
adopted conservation plans. (Threshold B-6) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.3-1:  Development of the project 
would disturb or remove approximately 420 
acres of plant communities of which 
approximately 124 acres contain sensitive 
vegetation communities, plant and animal 
species. (Threshold B-1) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.3-1 Project implementation, primarily construction in West Twin 
Creek/Waterman Canyon would result in the direct removal of 
sensitive vegetation communities. Impacts would be potentially 
significant.  

 

 Direct impacts to one federal and state listed plant species 
(thread leaved brodiaea) known to occur on the site; and four 
federal candidate plant species (smooth tarplant, Plummer’s 
mariposa lily, Parry’s spineflower, and many-stemmed dudleya) 
that were not observed but with a moderate likelihood to occur 
would result in a potentially significant impact.  

 

 Direct impacts to one federal threatened and one federal 
proposed endangered amphibian species, and one federal 
candidate wildlife species  

Less Than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.3-2:  Development of the project 
would potentially result in the loss of 
approximately 51 acres of riparian habitat 
(Threshold B-2) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.3-2 Approximately 51 acres of riparian habitat would be impacted by 
construction of the proposed project.  

Less Than Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
AHS Impact 5.3-3:  The proposed project would 
impact approximately 58 acres of potential 
jurisdictional waters, including wetlands. 
(Threshold B-3) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.3-3 Approximately 58 acres of potential jurisdictional (USACE and 
CDFG) waters, including wetlands, would be impacted by the 
proposed project. 

Less Than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.3-4:  The proposed project would 
affect wildlife movement in west twin 
creek/waterman canyon. (Threshold B-4) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.3-4 The proposed project may potentially affect the movement of 
resident or migratory wildlife species in West Twin 
Creek/Waterman Canyon. 

Less Than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.3-5:  The proposed project would 
require compliance with the development 
regulations and standards for arrowhead springs. 
(Thresholds B -5 and B-6) 

Less than Significant AHS 5.3-5 The proposed project would comply with the development 
standards for the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan development, 
including Open Space Designations, Hillside Development, 
Animal and Plant Life policies. There is no existing approved 
regional HCP or MSHCP applicable to the proposed project. 
While portions of the project site are within designated coastal 
California gnatcatcher critical habitat, there is no habitat present. 
No conflict with existing conservation plans or area plans would 
occur.  

Less Than Significant 

5.4  CULTURAL RESOURCES 

GP Impact 5.4-1:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan could result in the loss 
of potentially historic structures. (Threshold C-1) 

Potentially Significant GP 5.4-1 In areas of documented or inferred historic resource presence, 
City staff shall require applicants for development permits to 
provide studies to document the presence/absence of historical 
resources. On properties where historic structures or resources 
are identified, such studies shall provide a detailed mitigation 
plan, including a monitoring program and recovery and/or in situ 
preservation plan, based on the recommendations of a qualified 
historical preservation expert. 

Less Than Significant 

GP Impact 5.4-2:  Build-out of the general plan 
could impact sensitive archaeological resources, 
paleontological resources or a unique geologic 
feature. (Thresholds C-2 and C-3) 

Potentially Significant GP 5.4-2 In areas of documented or inferred archeological and/or 
paleontological resource presence, City staff shall require 
applicants for development permits to provide studies to 
document the presence/absence of such resources. On 
properties where resources are identified, such studies shall 
provide a detailed mitigation plan, including a monitoring program 
 

Less Than Significant 
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Table 1.8-1   
Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
and recovery and/or in situ preservation plan, based on the 
recommendations of a qualified cultural preservation expert. 

GP Impact 5.4-3:  Grading activities could 
potentially disturb human remains. (Threshold 
C-4) 

Potentially Significant GP 5.4-3 In the event of the accidental discovery or recognition of any 
human remains in any location other than a dedicated cemetery, 
the following steps shall be taken: 

 

 There shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or 
any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human 
remains until the San Bernardino County Coroner is contacted to 
determine if the remains are prehistoric and that no investigation 
of the cause of death is required. If the coroner determines the 
remains to be Native American, then the coroner shall contact the 
Native American Heritage Commission with in 24 hours, and the 
Native American Heritage Commission shall identify the person or 
persons it believes to be the most likely descendent from the 
deceased Native American. The most likely descendant may 
make recommendations to the landowner or the person 
responsible for the excavation work, for means of treating or 
disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and 
any associated grave goods as provided in Public Resources 
Code Section 5097.98; or 

 

 Where the following conditions occur, the landowner or his 
authorized representative shall rebury the Native American human 
remains and associated grave goods with appropriate dignity 
either in accordance with the recommendation of the most likely 
descendant or on the property in a location not subject to further 
subsurface disturbances: 

 

• The Native American Heritage Commission is unable to 
identify a most likely descendant or the likely descendant 
failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being 
notified by the commission; or 

• The descendant identified fails to make a recommendation; or 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

• The landowner or his authorized representative rejects the 
recommendation of the descendant, and the mediation by the 
Native American Heritage Commission fails to provide 
measures acceptable to the landowner. 

AHS Impact 5.5-1:  Build-out of the arrowhead 
springs specific plan would impact an identified 
historic resource. (Threshold C-1) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.4-1A Prior to issuance of any building, grading or demolition permit for 
the modification or destruction of any historic structure, the 
project applicant shall submit to the Director of Development 
Services written recommendations prepared by a qualified 
architectural historian of the measures that shall be implemented 
to protect each historic site eligible for listing on the NRHP and 
CRHP. (The list includes but is not limited to the following as 
shown in Table 5.4-1 and illustrated in Figure 5.4-3.  

 

 Hotel/Steam Caves Bungalow 10  
 Pool, Cabanas, Tennis Courts  Mud Baths  
 Bungalow 1 Smith Memorial   
 Bungalow 3 Indian Statue  
 Bungalow 4 Reservoir  
 Bungalow 5 Springs 
 Bungalow 6 Fountains  
 Bungalow 7 Terrace and Tennis Courts  
 Bungalow 8 Landscape Elements 
 Bungalow 9 Miscellaneous Features 
 

 Modification. Appropriate mitigation measures for “historical 
resources” could include preservation of the site through 
avoidance or capping, incorporation of the site in greenspace, 
parks, or open space, data recovery excavations of the finds, or a 
rehabilitation plan in compliance with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines 
for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing 
Historic Buildings (1995) prepared by a qualified historic 
preservation professional that would be based to the greatest 
extent feasible on historical data. A particular focus of the 

Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
rehabilitation plan should be the hotel building, including 
landscaping, interiors, exteriors and furnishings. 

 

 Demolition. To the extent eligible sites are not preserved in place, 
prior to the issuance of a demolition permit for the demolition of 
any Historic Structure eligible for listing on the NRHP and CRHP, 
including Bungalows 3,7,8,9,10 and 11, the historian shall 
conduct a data recovery program which includes: 

 

 Comprehensive Survey. A comprehensive inventory of historic 
features on the property, including but not limited to buildings, 
structures, objects, water features, wall, and landscape materials 
shall be conducted. To the greatest extent feasible, the 
preservation and rehabilitation of historic features on the property 
shall be incorporated into the development plan. 

 

 Interpretative Plan. The applicant shall be required to produce 
an historical interpretation plan for the property. This plan shall 
include a permanent, on-site display within a public area which 
will provide historic information about the founding and history of 
Arrowhead Springs. Historic and/or contemporary photographs 
and other artifacts and materials should be included within the 
display. Other indoor or outdoor interpretive displays shall be 
produced, as appropriate. The precise content, format, and 
location and design shall be determined by a qualified historic 
preservation professional, and subject to the approval by the City 
of San Bernardino. 

 

 Documentation. A Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) 
outline format narrative description of the property, contemporary 
and historic photographs, and other relevant documentation shall 
be prepared by a historic consultant approved by the City. Prior 
to the issuance of a demolition permit for the subject property, 
the report shall be submitted for approval to the Director of 
Community Development and the Director of Community 
Services, and an approved original shall be deposited in the City 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
of San Bernardino Branches of the San Bernardino County Public  
Library (or other suitable repository as determined by the 
Directors of Community Development and Community Services). 

 

AHS 5.4-1B The EIR concludes that there are or may be significant historical 
structures/resources not currently ascertainable within areas 
where ground disturbing activity is proposed by the project. 
Therefore, prior to issuance of the first preliminary or precise 
grading permit for development in the Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan area, the landowner or subsequent project applicant 
shall provide evidence that an qualified historic preservation 
professional has been retained by the landowner or subsequent 
project applicant, and has conducted a site survey of the 
development area at such time as all ground surfaces are visible 
after current uses are removed. If any sites are discovered, the 
historian shall conduct surveys and/or test level investigations. 
Testing and evaluation may consist of surface collection and 
mapping, limited subsurface excavations, and the appropriate 
analyses and research necessary to characterize the artifacts and 
deposit from which they originated. Upon completion of the test 
level investigations, for sites are determined to be unique a 
“historical resource” as set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5, the following measures shall be undertaken:  the 
historian shall submit its recommendations to the landowner or 
subsequent project applicant and the Director of Community 
Development on the measures that shall be implemented to 
protect the site. Appropriate measures could include preservation 
in place through planning construction to avoid the historical 
resource, incorporation into greenspace, parks or open space, 
data recovery excavations of the finds or compliance with the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring and Reconstructing Historic buildings (1995).  
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

• Preparation of a research design for those sites determined to 
the “historical resources” that cannot be avoided that 
describes the recommended field investigations, and makes 
provisions for adequately recovering the scientifically 
consequential information from and about the “historical 
resource.” 

• Conducting site excavations in accordance with the research 
design with an emphasis on obtaining an adequate sample for 
analysis within the limits of the research questions being 
addressed. Special studies such as pollen analyses, soil 
analyses, radiocarbon dating, and obsidian hydration dating 
should be conducted as appropriate. 

• Monitoring of all field excavations by a Native American 
representative. 

• Preparation of a final report of the Phase 3 data recovery work 
and submittal of the research design and final report to the 
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), and other 
agencies, as appropriate. 

• Any archaeological artifacts recovered as a result of mitigation 
shall be donated to a qualified scientific institution approved 
by the Director of Community Development where they would 
be afforded long term preservation to allow future scientific 
study. 

AHS Impact 5.4-2:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan would impact 
archaeological resources, paleontological 
resources or a unique geologic feature. 
(Threshold C-2, C-3) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.4-2A  Prior to issuance of the first preliminary or precise grading 
permit, and for any subsequent permit involving excavation to 
increased depth, the landowner or subsequent project applicant 
shall provide evidence that an archaeologist and/or paleontologist 
have been retained by the landowner or subsequent project 
applicant, and that the consultant(s) will be present during all 
grading and other significant ground disturbing activities. These 
consultants shall be selected from the roll of qualified 
archaeologist and paleontologists maintained by the County of 

Less Than Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
San Bernardino. Should any archeological/paleontological 
resources be discovered, the monitor is authorized to stop all 
grading in the immediate area of the discovery, and shall make 
recommendations to the Director of Development Services on the 
measures that shall be implemented to protect the discovered 
resources, including but not limited to excavation of the finds and 
evaluation of the finds in accordance with Section 15064.5 of the 
CEQA Guidelines. If the resources are determined to be “historic 
resources” at that term is defined under Section 15064.5 of the 
CEQA Guidelines, mitigation measures shall be identified by the 
monitor and recommended to the Director of Development 
Services. Appropriate mitigation measures for significant 
resources could include avoidance or capping, incorporation of 
the site in greenspace, parks or open space, or data recovery 
excavations of the finds. No further grading shall occur in the 
area of the discovery until the Director approves the measures to 
protect these resources. Any paleontological or archaeological 
artifacts recovered as a result of mitigation shall be donated to a 
qualified scientific institution approved by the Director of 
Community Development where they would be afforded long 
term preservation to allow future scientific study. 

 

AHS 5.4-2B Prior to the issuance of any grading permit, the following note 
shall be placed on the cover sheet, and discussed at the pre-
grade meeting: 

 

 a) The paleontologist retained for the project shall immediately 
evaluate the fossils which have been discovered to 
determine if the are significant and, if so, to develop a plan 
to collect and study them for the purpose of mitigation.  

 

 b) The paleontologic monitor must be empowered to 
temporarily halt of redirect excavation equipment of fossils 
are found to allow evaluation and removal of them if 
necessary, the monitor should be equipped to speedily 
collect specimens if the are encountered.  
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
 c) The monitor, with assistance if necessary, shall collect 

individual fossils and/or samples of fossil bearing 
sediments. If specimens of small animal species are 
encountered, the most time and cost efficient method of 
recovery is to remove a selected volume of fossil bearing 
earth from the grading area and screen wish it off-site.  

 

 d) Fossils recovered during the earthmoving or as a result of 
screen-washing of sediment samples shall be cleaned and 
prepared sufficiently to allow identification. This allows the 
fossils to be described in a report of findings and reduces 
the volume of matrix around specimens prior to storage, 
thus reducing storage costs.  

 

 e) A report of findings shall be prepared and submitted to the 
public agency responsible for overseeing developments and 
mitigation of environmental impacts upon completion of 
mitigation. This report would minimally include a statement 
of the type of paleontological resources found, the methods 
and procedures used to recover them, an inventory of the 
specimens recovered, and a statement of their scientific 
significance. 

 

AHS 5.4-2C The EIR concludes that there are or may be significant 
archaeological resources within areas where ground disturbing 
activity is proposed by the project. Therefore, prior to the first 
preliminary or precise grading permit for development in the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area, each prehistoric and 
historic  archeological site (listed below and described in Table 
5.4-3) located within the project grading footprint must be tested 
and evaluated, following clearing and scraping activities.  

 

• CA-SBR-2268/H, including the four loci 

• CA-SBR-6870H 

• CA-SBR-7019H 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

• CA-SBR-7020H 

• CA-SBR-7022H 

• CA-SBR-7049H 

• P1071-21 

• P36-017732 
 

 Testing and evaluation may consist of surface collection and 
mapping, limited subsurface excavations, and the appropriate 
analyses and research necessary to characterize the artifacts and 
deposit from which they originated. Upon completion of the test 
level investigations, for sites are determined to be unique 
archaeological sites or historical resources as set forth in CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15064.5, the following measures shall be 
undertaken: the archaeologist shall submit its recommendations 
to, the landowner or subsequent project applicant and the 
Director of Community Development on the measures that shall 
be implemented to protect the sites. Appropriate measures for 
unique archaeological resources or historical resources could 
include preservation in place through planning construction to 
avoid archaeological sites; incorporation of sites within parks, 
greenspace, or other open space; covering the archaeological 
sites with a layer of chemically stable soil before building tennis 
courts, parking lots, or similar facilities on the site or deeding the 
site into a permanent conservation easement. When data 
recovery through excavation is the only feasible mitigation, a data 
recovery plan, which makes provision for adequately recovering 
the scientifically consequential information from and about the 
historical resource, shall be prepared and adopted prior to any 
excavation being undertaken. Such studies shall be deposited 
with the California Historical Resources Regional Information 
Center. Archaeological sites known to contain human remains 
shall be treated in accordance with the provisions of Section 
7050.5 Health and Safety Code. 
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• Preparation of a research design for those sites determined to 
the “historical resources” that cannot be avoided that 
describes the recommended field investigations, and makes 
provisions for adequately recovering the scientifically 
consequential information from and about the “historical 
resource.” 

• Conducting site excavations in accordance with the research 
design with an emphasis on obtaining an adequate sample for 
analysis within the limits of the research questions being 
addressed. Special studies such as pollen analyses, soil 
analyses, radiocarbon dating, and obsidian hydration dating 
should be conducted as appropriate. 

• Monitoring of all field excavations by a Native American 
representative. 

• Preparation of a final report of the Phase 3 data recovery work 
and submittal of the research design and final report to the 
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), and other 
agencies, as appropriate. 

• Any archaeological artifacts recovered as a result of mitigation 
shall be donated to a qualified scientific institution approved 
by the Director of Community Development where they would 
be afforded long term preservation to allow future scientific 
study. 

AHS Impact 5.4-3: Grading activities could 
potentially disturb human remains in the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area. 
(Threshold C-4) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.4-3A In the event of the accidental discovery or recognition of any 
human remains in any location other than a dedicated cemetery, 
the following steps shall be taken: 

 

 There shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or 
any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human 
remains until the San Bernardino County Coroner is contacted to 
determine if the remains are prehistoric and that no investigation 
of the cause of death is required. If the coroner determines the 
remains to be Native American, then the coroner shall contact the 

Less Than Significant 



1. Executive Summary 
 
 

 

The Planning Center General Plan and Associated Specific Plans EIR 
Page 1-27 • July 2005  City of San Bernardino 

Table 1.8-1   
Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours, and the 
Native American Heritage Commission shall identify the person or 
persons it believes to be the most likely descendent from the 
deceased Native American. The most likely descendant may 
make recommendations to the landowner or the person 
responsible for the excavation work, for means of treating or 
disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and 
any associated grave goods as provided in Public Resources 
Code Section 5097.98; or 

 

 Where the following conditions occur, the landowner or his 
authorized representative shall rebury the Native American human 
remains and associated grave goods with appropriate dignity 
either in accordance with the recommendation of the most likely 
descendant or on the property in a location not subject to further 
subsurface disturbances: 

• The Native American Heritage Commission is unable to 
identify a most likely descendant or the likely descendant 
failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being 
notified by the commission; or 

• The descendant identified fails to make a recommendation; or 

• The landowner or his authorized representative rejects the 
recommendation of the descendant, and the mediation by the 
Native American Heritage Commission fails to provide 
measures acceptable to the landowner. 

 

AHS 5.4-3B Upon receipt of an application for a project subject to CEQA and 
within the City’s jurisdiction, the City of San Bernardino’s 
representative shall consult with the relevant Tribe(s)’ tribal 
representative(s), as determined by the Native American Heritage 
Commission, to determine if the proposed project is within a 
culturally sensitive area to the tribe. If sufficient evidence is 
provided to reasonably ascertain that the site is within a [tribal] 
culturally sensitive area, then a cultural resources assessment 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
prepared by a City-certified archaeologist shall be required. The 
findings of the cultural resources assessment shall be 
incorporated into the CEQA documentation. A copy of the report 
shall be forwarded to the Tribe(s). If mitigation is recommended 
in the CEQA document, the procedure described in 5.4-3C shall 
be followed. 

 

AHS 5.4-3C Prior to the issuance of grading permits for which the CEQA 
document defines cultural resource mitigation for potential tribal 
cultural resources, the project applicant shall contact the 
designated Tribe(s)’ tribal representative to notify them of the 
grading, excavation, and monitoring program. The applicant shall 
coordinate with the City of San Bernardino and the tribal 
representative(s) to negotiate an Agreement that addresses the 
designation, responsibilities, and participation of tribal monitors 
during grading, excavation, and ground-disturbing activities; 
scheduling; terms of compensation; and treatment and final 
disposition of any cultural resources, sacred sites, and human 
remains discovered on the site. The City of San Bernardino shall 
be the final arbiter of the conditions included in the Agreement. 

5.5  GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

GP Impact 5.5-1:  City of San Bernardino 
residents, visitors, and workers would be subject 
to potential seismic-related hazards. (Threshold 
G-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.5-2:  Unstable geologic unit or soils 
conditions, including erosion, could result as a 
result of development in accordance with the 
City of San Bernardino General Plan. (Thresholds 
G-2 and G-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.5-3:  Soil conditions present within 
the City of San Bernardino could result in risks to 
life or property. (Thresholds G-3 and G-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
AHS Impact 5.5-1:  Future residents, visitors, 
and workers would be subject to potential 
seismic-related hazards within the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan area. (Threshold G-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.5-2:  Unstable geologic unit or 
soils conditions, including erosion, could result 
due to build-out of the Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan (Thresholds G-2 and G-3) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.5-2A All projects within the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area shall 
follow all geotechnical recommendations provided within the 
Report of Preliminary Geotechnical Evaluations produced by Soils 
Southwest Inc.  

 

AHS 5.5-2B Site specific geotechnical analysis shall be required for all new 
developments within the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area to 
determine existing soils conditions, soil recommendations for fill 
material prior to grading, and slope stability. Detailed geologic 
and geotechnical evaluations shall be made for construction of 
structural footings and slab-on-grade for placement on 
compacted fill soils.  

 

AHS 5.5-2C No fill shall be placed, spread, or rolled during unfavorable 
weather conditions. Where work is interrupted by heavy rains, fill 
operations shall not be resumed until moisture conditions are 
considered favorable by the soils engineer. 

 

AHS 5.5-2D Proposed level structural pad areas shall be carefully evaluated 
by project geologist to determine whether these locations can be 
rendered safe and stable without potentially affecting offsite 
improvements. Excavated footings shall be inspected, verified 
and certified by soils engineer prior to steel and concrete 
placement to ensure their sufficient embedment and proper 
bearing. Structural backfill shall be placed under direct 
observation and testing. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.5-3:  Soil conditions present 
within the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area 
could result in risks to life or property. 
(Thresholds G-3 and G-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 



1. Executive Summary 
 
 

 

The Planning Center General Plan and Associated Specific Plans EIR 
Page 1-30 • July 2005  City of San Bernardino 

Table 1.8-1   
Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
5.6  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

GP Impact 5.6-1:  Build-out in accordance with 
the City of San Bernardino General Plan may 
result in additional commercial and industrial 
facilities that would necessitate the transport, 
use, and/or disposal of hazardous materials. 
(Thresholds H-1, H-2, and H-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.6-2:  The City of San Bernardino 
contains properties included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites, including the former 
Norton Air Force Base. (Threshold H-4) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.6-3:  The San Bernardino 
International Airport is located within the City of 
San Bernardino. (Threshold H-5, H-6) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.6-4:  Build-out of the City of San 
Bernardino General Plan would not affect 
implementation of the San Bernardino County 
Fire Department Office of Emergency Services’ 
Emergency Management Plan. (Threshold H-7) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.6-5:  The northern portion of the 
City of San Bernardino is located within a 
designated Extreme Fire Hazard Zone and could 
expose structures and/or occupants to fire 
danger. (Threshold H-8) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.6-1:  Arrowhead Springs Specific 
Plan operations would involve the transport, use 
and/or disposal of hazardous materials. 
(Thresholds H-1, H-2, and H-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than significant. 

AHS Impact 5.6-2:  The Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan area has Recognized 
Environmental Conditions. (Threshold H-4) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.6-1a Oil impacted materials identified onsite shall be properly cleaned 
and disposed of in accordance state and local laws.  
 

 

Less than Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
AHS 5.6-1b Soil samples shall be collected in the area surrounding the drying 

beds at the small sanitary sewer treatment facility and shall be 
tested for elevated metal concentrations. 

 

AHS 5.6-1c Prior to approval of Track Maps in the Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan area in the vicinity of the identified geothermal 
areas, the developer shall initiate a risk assessment to identify 
possible risks associated with the development adjacent the 
geothermal activity of Arrowhead Springs. The risk analysis shall 
include a risk assessment of radon, methane, propane, and 
mercury associated with the geothermal vents, hot springs, and 
mercury accumulation in the soils where development is to 
occur. Ventilation systems shall be designed to ensure that 
indoor air concentrations of these hazards associated with the 
geothermal activity would not exceed federal standards.  

AHS Impact 5.6-3:  The Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan area is not located in the vicinity of 
an airport of under the jurisdiction of an airport 
land use plan. (Thresholds H-5 and H-6) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than significant. 

AHS Impact 5.6-4:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan could affect the 
implementation of the San Bernardino County 
Fire Department Office of Emergency Services’ 
Emergency Management Plan. (Threshold H-7) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than significant. 

AHS Impact 5.6-5:  The Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan area is within a designated Extreme 
Fire Hazard Zone and could expose structures 
and/or occupants to fire danger. (Threshold H-8) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

5.7  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

GP impact 5.7-1:  Full build-out of the General 
Plan update would result in an increase in 
construction, creating the potential for short-term 
unquantifiable increases in pollutant 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
concentrations from the individual project sites. 
After project development, the quality of storm 
runoff (sediment, nutrients, metals, pesticides, 
pathogens and hydrocarbons) may be altered. 
(Thresholds HD-1 and HD-6) 

GP Impact 5.7-3:  Development pursuant to the 
proposed General Plan update would not 
substantially increase the amount of impervious 
surfaces throughout the City and SOI and 
therefore impacts to groundwater recharge 
would be minimal. (Threshold HD-2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.7-3:  Development pursuant to the 
proposed General Plan build-out would not 
significantly alter existing drainage patterns in the 
City and SOI but would incrementally increase 
the amount of impervious surfaces. The resulting 
increase in storm water flows would not 
substantially impact existing drainage systems 
within the watershed. (Thresholds HD-3, HD-4, 
and HD-5) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.7-4:  Portions of the City and SOI 
are located within a 100-year flood hazard area. 
(Thresholds HD-7 and HD-8) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.7-5:  Portions of the City are 
located within the inundation area of the Seven 
Oaks Dam. (Threshold HD-9) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.7-6:  Implementation of the General 
Plan update would not result in inundation by 
seiche or tsunami however localized mudflows 
could occur in the mountainous area on the 
northern City boundary. (Threshold HD-10) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 
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Level of Significance  
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After Mitigation 
AHS Impact 5.7-1:  During the construction 
phase of the proposed project, there is the 
potential for short-term unquantifiable increases 
in pollutant concentrations from the site. After 
project development, the quality of storm water 
runoff (sediment, nutrients, metals, pesticides, 
pathogens, and hydrocarbons) may be altered. 
(Thresholds HD-1 and HD-6) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.7-1A Prior to the issuance of land disturbing permits, the applicant 
shall provide the City Engineer with evidence that a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) has been filed with the State Water Resources 
Control Board. Such evidence shall consist of a copy of the NOI 
stamped by the State Water Resources Control Board or the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, or a letter from either 
agency stating that the NOI has been filed a minimum of thirty 
days prior to commencing grading operations. 

 

AHS 5.7-1B Prior to issuance of land disturbing permits and in compliance 
with the requirements of the State General Construction Activity 
Storm Water Permit, the project applicant shall prepare a Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that incorporates 
measures or comparable Best Management Practices which 
describe the site, erosion and sediment controls, means of waste 
disposal, implementation of approved local plans, control of 
post-construction sediment and erosion control measures and 
maintenance responsibilities, and non-storm water management 
controls. The SWPPP shall also be submitted to the City of San 
Bernardino Public Works Department. The applicant shall require 
all construction contractors to retain a copy of the approved 
SWPPP on each construction site. Additionally, the SWPPP shall 
ensure that all water discharges are in compliances with the 
current requirements of the California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Santa Ana Region. 

 

AHS 5.7-1C Prior to issuance of land disturbing permits and in compliance 
with City of San Bernardino Municipal Code Chapter 8.80, the 
applicant shall prepare a Storm Water Quality Management Plan 
(SWQMP). The SWQMP shall implement all applicable BMPs, as 
listed in the California Storm Water Best Management Practices 
Handbooks or the current, San Bernardino County Storm Water 
Program’s Report of Waste Discharge, to reduce pollutants in 
storm water and runoff and reduce non-storm water discharges 
to the City’s storm water drainage system to the maximum extent 

Less than Significant 
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Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
practicable. The SWQMP shall demonstrate compliance with 
California Department of Health Services Section 60310 Use Area 
Requirements, which state that “no impoundment of disinfected 
tertiary recycled water shall occur within 100 feet of any 
domestic water supply well,” and “no irrigation with, or 
impoundment of, disinfected secondary or disinfected secondary 
recycled water shall take place within 100 feet of any domestic 
water supply well.” 

 

AHS 5.7-1D Prior to the issuance of land disturbing permits for the golf 
course, a Chemical Application Management Plan (CHAMP) shall 
be submitted to and approved by the City of San Bernardino. The 
CHAMP or similar management plan shall incorporate but not be 
limited to the following: 

• A description of chemicals authorized for use and approved 
by the State of California, along with guidelines for their 
application. Guidelines shall include restrictions on their 
application and their use near drainage systems. Chemicals 
include fertilizers, herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and 
rodenticides. Guidelines on the application of fertilizers and 
soil amendments shall take into account consideration the 
physical characteristics and nutrient content of the soil on the 
golf course site. 

• Guidelines for the irrigation of the golf course that take into 
consideration the field capacity of soil types and the timing 
with chemical applications; and 

• Chemical storage requirements and chemical spill response 
and chemical inventory response plans shall be prepared and 
implemented.  

 

AHS 5.7-1E A water quality monitoring system and program shall be 
developed and implemented in conjunction with the CHAMP that 
provides for sampling of all permanent surface water features on 
a quarterly basis and includes an analysis for non-volatile 
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Level of Significance  
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Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
synthetic organic chemicals, total dissolved solids, chloride, 
sulfate, total phosphorus, boron, nitrogen as nitrate, total 
nitrogen, and iron. This monitoring program shall be implemented 
with consideration of the RWQCB water quality objectives. 

AHS Impact 5.7-2:  Development pursuant to the 
proposed project would increase the amount of 
impervious surfaces on the site and utilize 
surface waters otherwise destined for 
groundwater recharge reducing opportunities for 
groundwater recharge. (Threshold HD-2) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.7-2A Prior to approval of the first Tentative Tract Map, evidence shall 
be provided to the Development Services Department that 
appropriate water rights have been granted including a 
determination of maximum and minimum withdrawal of water 
from East and West Twin Creek watersheds (in conjunction with 
mitigation measure 5.15-1). 

 

AHS 5.7-2B Prior to approval of the first Tentative Tract Map, the applicant 
shall secure a site for the supplemental water wells in the San 
Bernardino Basin and obtain a drilling and operation permit in 
accordance with Chapter 13.24 (Water Supply System) of the 
Municipal Code. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.7-3:  Development pursuant to the 
proposed project would increase the amount of 
impervious surfaces on the site and would 
therefore increase surface water flows into 
drainage systems within the watershed. 
(Thresholds HD-3, HD-4, and HD-5) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.7-3A Prior to issuance of land disturbing permits, the applicant shall 
submit a Final Drainage Plan Report to the City of San Bernardino 
for review and approval in conformance with the City of San 
Bernardino requirements that are in effect at the time of submittal. 
The report shall be prepared by a qualified registered professional 
civil engineer and shall, at a minimum, include the following: 

• A written text addressing existing conditions, the effects of 
projects improvements, all appropriate calculations, a 
watershed and hydrology map, changes in downstream flows 
and elevations, proposed on and off-site improvements (catch 
basins, inlets, vaults, swales, filters, etc. for entrapment of 
sediment debris and contaminants), and features to protect 
downstream uses and property. The project drainage features 
shall be designed to ensure no change in downstream flow 
conditions that would result in new or increased severity of 
flooding.  
 

Less than Significant 
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• The report shall provide evidence of compliance with all 
required approvals from the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (401 Water Quality Waiver) and with USCOE 404 
permitting for changes to “waters of the U.S.”  

 

AHS 5.7-3B Maintenance of the storm drainage facilities shall be the 
responsibility of the project applicant until such time as the 
facilities are turned over to the City as a public improvement, or 
included within a Landscape Maintenance District or project 
homeowners or maintenance association. Easements shall be 
created and offered for dedication to the City for maintenance  
 
and access to these facilities as necessary in anticipation of 
possible City maintenance. 

AHS Impact 5.7-4:  Portions of the project site 
proposed for development are located within a 
100-year flood hazard area. (Thresholds HD 7 
and HD-8) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.7-4 Prior to issuance of building permits the project applicant shall 
prepare and file an application with Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) 
for Flood Insurance Rate Maps as necessary to reflect changes 
to the floodway or flood plain resulting from the development to 
demonstrate that all habitable structures are not subject to 
flooding in a 100-year storm. The Department of Public Works 
shall be provided a copy of the LOMR. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.7-5:  The project site is not 
located within the inundation area of the Seven 
Oaks Dam. (Threshold HD-9) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.7-6:  The site would not be 
subject to inundation by seiche or tsunami; 
however there is potential for mudflows. 
(Threshold HD-10) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 
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5.8  LAND USE AND RELEVANT PLANNING 

GP Impact 5.8-1:  Implementation of the General 
Plan would not divide an established community. 
(Threshold LU-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.8-2:  Implementation of the General 
Plan would not conflict with applicable plans 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating 
an environmental effect. (Threshold LU-2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.8-3:  Implementation of the General 
Plan would not conflict with adopted habitat 
conservation plan(s). (Threshold LU-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.8-1:  Implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan would not 
divide an established community. (Threshold 
LU-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.8-2:  Implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan would not 
conflict with applicable plans adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect. (Threshold LU-2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.8-3:  Implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan would not 
conflict with adopted habitat conservation 
plan(s). (Threshold LU-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 
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5.9 MINERAL RESOURCES 

GP Impact 5.9-1:  Project implementation would 
not result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource. (Thresholds M-1 and M 2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.9-1:  Project implementation 
would not result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource. (Thresholds M-1 and 
M-2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required. 

Less than Significant 

5.10 NOISE 

GP Impact 5.10-1:  Project implementation 
would result in long-term operation-related noise 
that would exceed local standards. (Thresholds 
N-1 and N-3) 

Significant GP 5.10-1 Prior to the issuance of building permits for any project that 
involves a noise sensitive use within the 65 dBA CNEL contour 
along major roadways or freeway, railroads, or the San 
Bernardino International Airport, the project property owner/
developers shall submit a final acoustical report prepared to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Director. The report shall show that 
the development will be sound-attenuated against present and 
projected noise levels, including roadway, aircraft, helicopter and 
railroad, to meet City interior and exterior noise standards. 

 

GP Impact 5.10-2:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan would create short-term 
and long-term groundborne vibration and 
groundborne noise. (Threshold N-2) 

Significant GP 5.10-2 Adherence to Mitigation Measure GP 5.10-2A above would result 
in exterior/interior noise levels within the City noise standards, as 
a result, vibration created from noise levels that exceed the City 
noise standards would also be mitigated. 

 

GP Impact 5.10-3:  Construction activities 
associated with build-out of the San Bernardino 
General Plan would result in temporary noise 
increases in the vicinity of the proposed project. 
(Threshold N-4) 

Less Than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less Than Significant 
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GP Impact 5.10-4: The San Bernardino 
international airport is located within the City of 
San Bernardino, resulting in exposure of future 
residents to airport-related noise. (Thresholds 
N-5 and N-6) 

Significant GP 5.10-4 The City of San Bernardino shall incorporate into the General Plan 
and Zoning ordinance the noise contour map developed for the 
SBIA after completion of the Airport Master Plan. 

Significant 

AHS Impact 5.10-1:  implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan would result in 
long-term operation-related noise that would 
exceed local standards. (Thresholds N-1 and 
N-3) 

Significant AHS 5.10-1A   A site specific acoustic study shall be conducted to analyze and 
mitigate noise levels along Harrison Parkway from 40th to 30th 
Street and submitted to the Development Services Department 
with plans for road widening of Harrison Street. This acoustic 
study shall specify the necessary mitigation to achieve exterior 
noise level limits at residential uses proximate to the new 
Harrison Parkway. Mitigation measures may include the use of 
berms or sound walls to attenuate exterior noise levels. 

 

AHS 5.10-1B A site specific acoustic study shall be conducted to evaluate and, 
if necessary, mitigate potential noise impacts from the proposed 
wastewater treatment plan on the golf course and residences 
located proximate to the project site. The study shall be 
submitted to the Development Services Department with building 
plan for approval. Mitigation, if necessary, shall be in compliance 
with the City’s exterior and interior noise limits. 

Significant 

AHS Impact 5.10-2:  Implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan project would 
create short-term and long-term groundborne 
vibration and groundborne noise. (Threshold 
N-2)  

Significant AHS 5.10-2A Prior to issuance of land disturbing permits for projects that 
would occur within 25 feet of sensitive uses, the project applicant 
shall submit a list of equipment to the Development Services 
Department demonstrating compliance with USDOT significance 
threshold for vibration annoyance of 72 VdB.  

 

AHS 5.10-2B Prior to issuance of land disturbing permits for projects that 
would occur within 25 feet of sensitive uses, the project applicant 
shall submit a list of equipment to the Development Services 
Department demonstrating compliance with USDOT significance 
threshold for vibration induced structural damage of 0.20 in/sec.  

Significant 



1. Executive Summary 
 
 

 

The Planning Center General Plan and Associated Specific Plans EIR 
Page 1-40 • July 2005  City of San Bernardino 

Table 1.8-1   
Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
AHS Impact 5.10-3:  Construction activities 
associated with the Arrowhead Springs Specific 
Plan would result in temporary noise increases in 
the vicinity of the proposed project. (Threshold 
N-4) 

Less Than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less Than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.10-4:  The Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan area is not located within the 
vicinity of an airport or airstrip that would result 
in expose of residents to airport –related noise. 
(Thresholds N-5 and N-6) 

Less Than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less Than Significant 

5.11 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

GP Impact 5.11-1:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan would allow for 
substantial population growth through 
development of additional housing units. 
(Threshold P-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.11-2:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan would result in 
displacing people and/or housing necessitating 
the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere. (Thresholds P-2 and P-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.11-1:  Build-out of the arrowhead 
springs specific plan would result in substantial 
population growth though the construction of 
additional housing units. (Threshold P-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.11-2:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan would displace eleven 
housing units. (Thresholds P-2 and P-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
5.12  PUBLIC SERVICES 

FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

GP Impact 5.12-1:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan would introduce new 
structures, residents and workers in the San 
Bernardino City Fire Department Service 
Boundaries, thereby increasing the requirements 
for fire protection facilities and personnel. 
(Threshold FP-1) 

Less Than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.12-1:  Incorporation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area and 
subsequent development would introduce new 
structures, residents, and workers in to the San 
Bernardino City Fire Department Service 
Boundaries, thereby increasing the requirement 
for fire protection facilities and personnel. 
(Threshold FP-1) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.12.1-1 Prior to issuance of building permits for structures, the project 
applicant shall enter into a secured fire protection agreement with 
the City of San Bernardino to provide necessary fire fighting 
facilities either through construction of fire facilities, funding or 
a combination of both. The Agreement shall also address the 
phasing of required fire facilities. 

Less than Significant 

POLICE PROTECTION 

GP Impact 5.12-2:  Build-out of the San 
Bernardino General Plan would introduce new 
structures, residents, and workers into the San 
Bernardino City Service Boundaries, thereby 
increasing the requirement for police protection 
facilities and personnel. (Threshold PP-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.12-2:  Incorporation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan area and 
subsequent development would introduce new 
structures, residents, and workers in to the San 
Bernardino City Police Department Service 
Boundaries, thereby increasing the requirement 
for fire protection facilities and personnel. 
(Threshold FP-1) 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.12-2 Prior to issuance of building permits for structures, the project 
applicant shall enter into a secured police protection agreement 
with the City of San Bernardino to provide necessary police 
protection facilities, personnel and equipment either through 
construction of police facilities, funding or a combination of both. 
The Agreement shall also address the phasing of required police 
facilities. 

Less than Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
SCHOOL SERVICES 

GP Impact 5.12-3:  Build-out of the City of San 
Bernardino General Plan would generate 21,570 
additional elementary, middle, and high school 
students that would impact the school enrollment 
capacities of the San Bernardino City Unified 
School District. (Threshold SS-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.12-3:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan would generate a total of 
894 new elementary, middle, and high school 
students that would impact the school enrollment 
capacities of the San Bernardino City Unified 
School District. (Threshold SS-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

LIBRARY SERVICES 

GP Impact 5.12-4:  Build-out of the City of San 
Bernardino in accordance with the General Plan 
would generate additional population, increasing 
the service needs for the San Bernardino Public 
Library System. (Threshold LS-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.12-5:  Build-out in accordance 
with the Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan would 
generate additional population, increasing the 
service needs for the Howard M. Rowe Branch 
Library within the City of San Bernardino Public 
Library System. (Threshold LS-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

5.13  RECREATION 

GP Impact 5.13-1:  Build-out of the General Plan 
would generate additional residents that would 
increase the use of existing park and recreational 
facilities. (Threshold R-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
GP Impact 5.13-2:  Build-out of the General Plan 
would result in environmental impacts to expand 
recreational facilities. (Threshold R-2) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.13-1:  Incorporation and 
subsequent build-out of the Arrowhead Springs 
Specific Plan would generate additional residents 
that would increase the use of existing park and 
recreational facilities within the City of San 
Bernardino. (Threshold R-1) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.13-2:  Build-out of the Arrowhead 
Springs Specific Plan area would result in 
environmental impacts to provide new and/or 
expand recreational facilities. (Threshold R-2) 

Significant AHS MM 5.3-2 Project applicant shall adhere to mitigation measures (AHS 5.3-1, 
AHS 5.3-2A, AHS 5.3-2B, AHS 5.3-2C, AHS 5.3-4A, AHS 5.3-
4B) as detailed in Section 5.3 which are established to reduce the 
impact to the biological resources of West Twin Creek. 

Less than Significant 

5.14  TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION 

GP Impact 5.14-1:  Trip generation at build-out 
of the general plan would impact levels of 
service for the existing area roadway system. 
(Threshold T-1) 

Potentially Significant The following mitigation measure would also mitigate impact GP 5.14-2. 
 

GP 5.14-1 Prior to adoption of the General Plan Update the City of San 
Bernardino shall add the following recommendations to the 
Circulation Element of the General Plan update: 

• Signalize the intersection of Meridian Avenue @ Rialto 
Avenue. With signalization and permitted phasing the 
intersection will operate at LOS A during both peak hours. 

• Signalize the intersection of Hunts Lane @ E Street. With 
signalization and protected phasing, and the addition of one 
NB left-turn lane the intersection will operate at LOS B and C 
during the AM and PM peak hours, respectively. 

• Add an additional westbound right-turn lane at the intersection 
of Waterman Avenue @ 30th Street. With one additional WB 
right-turn lane the intersection will operate at LOS D and C 
during the AM and PM peak hours, respectively. 

• Add an additional northbound right-turn lane at the intersec-
tion of Waterman Avenue @ SR-30 EB Ramps. With one 

Less than Significant 



1. Executive Summary 
 
 

 

The Planning Center General Plan and Associated Specific Plans EIR 
Page 1-44 • July 2005  City of San Bernardino 

Table 1.8-1   
Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
additional NB right-turn lane and one additional EB left-turn 
lane the intersection will operate at LOS D during both peak 
hours. 

• Signalize the intersection of SR-30 WB Off-ramp @ 30th 
Street. With signalization and protected phasing, the 
intersection will operate at LOS C during both peak hours. 

• Signalize the intersection of Harrison Street @ 40th Street. 
With signalization and permitted phasing the intersection will 
operate at LOS A and C during the AM and PM peak hours, 
respectively. 

• Signalize the intersection of Waterman Avenue @ 36th Street. 
With signalization and permitted phasing the intersection will 
operate at LOS A and B during the AM and PM peak hours, 
respectively. 

• Signalize the intersection of Waterman Avenue @ 34th Street. 
With signalization and permitted phasing the intersection will 
operate at LOS A during both peak hours. 

• Signalize the intersection of Valencia Avenue @ 40th Street. 
With signalization and permitted phasing the intersection will 
operate at LOS A during both peak periods. 

• Add an additional westbound right-turn lane at the intersection 
of Del Rosa Avenue @ SR-30 WB Ramps. With one 
additional WB right-turn lane the intersection will operate at 
LOS B and C during AM and PM peak hours, respectively. 

• Signalize the intersection of Tippecanoe Avenue @ Rialto 
Avenue. With signalization and permitted phasing the 
intersection will operate at LOS A and B during AM and PM 
peak hours, respectively. 

• Signalize and add one northbound exclusive left-turn lane and 
one exclusive northbound right-turn lane at the intersection of 
Rancho Avenue @ 5th Street/Foothill Road. With signalization 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
and E/W protective phasing, N/S split phasing, one NB 
exclusive left-turn lane and one NB exclusive right-turn lane 
the intersection will operate at C and D during AM and PM 
peak hours, respectively. 

• Signalize and add one additional through lane in each direction 
at the intersection of Mount View Avenue @ San Bernardino 
Road. With signalization, protective phasing and one exclusive 
left, thru and right-turn lane in each direction, and EB right turn 
overlap phasing the intersection will operate at LOS C and D 
during AM and PM peak hours, respectively.  

GP Impact 5.-14-2:  General plan related trip 
generation in combination with existing and 
proposed cumulative development would result 
in designated intersections, road and/or 
highways exceeding county congestion 
management agency service standards. 
(Threshold T-2) 

Significant GP 5.14-2 The City of San Bernardino shall cooperate with regional 
transportation agencies toward mitigating impacts to regional 
transportation facilities by measures such as securing fair share 
contributions from future projects impacting mainline freeway 
segments. Mitigation of impacts to regional transportation 
facilities would require the following improvements: 

• I-10 EB from Jct. I-21 to Waterman Avenue, add 2 lanes. 

• I-10 WB from Jct. I-21 to Waterman Avenue, add 1 lane. 

• I-10 EB and WB from Waterman Avenue to Tippecanoe 
Avenue, add 2 lanes each direction. 

• I-10 EB and WB from Tippecanoe to Mountain View, add two 
lanes each direction. 

• SR 30 EB from Highland Avenue to Jct. I-215, add two lanes. 

• SR 30 WB from Highland Avenue to Jct. I-215, add one lane. 

• SR 30 EB and WB from Jct. I-215 to H Street, add one lane 
each direction. 

• SR 30 EB and WB from H Street to SR 259 add one lane each 
direction. 

• SR 30 EB from SR 259 to Waterman Avenue, add one lane. 
 

Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

• I-215 NB and SB from Jct. 1-10 to Orange Show Road, add 
one lane. 

• I-215 NB from Jct. SR 66 to Baseline Street, add three lanes. 

• I-215 SB from Jct. SR 66 to Baseline Street, add two lanes. 

• I-215 NB and` SB from Jct. SR 66 to University Parkway, add 
one lane. 

GP Impact 5.14-3:  The proposed general plan 
would not change air traffic patterns that would 
result in substantial safety risks. (Threshold T-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.14-4:  Project circulation 
improvements have been designed to adequately 
address potentially hazardous conditions (sharp 
curves, etc), potential conflicting uses, and 
emergency access. (Thresholds T-4 and T-5) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

GP Impact 5.14-5:  Adequate parking would be 
provided with implementation of the general plan 
update. (Threshold T-6) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.14-1:  Project-related trip 
generation would impact levels of service for the 
existing area roadway system (Threshold T-1). 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.14-1A Prior to issuance of occupancy permits the project applicant shall 
be required to complete or bond for the costs of engineering and 
construction of the following project related traffic improvements 
or equivalent for Phase I (as detailed in the traffic study) impacts 
of 2007: 

• Waterman Avenue @ 36th Street. Install signalization with 
permitted phasing.  

• Waterman Avenue @ 34th Street. Install signalization with 
permitted phasing. 

 

AHS 5.14-1B Prior to issuance of occupancy permits for Phase II (as detailed 
in the traffic study) and all phases thereafter the project applicant 
shall be required to complete or bond for the costs of engineering 
and construction of the following project related traffic 

Less than Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
improvements or equivalent for impacts due to full build-out of 
the project: 

• Waterman Avenue @ 30th Street. Install protected phasing 
and one additional WB right-turn lane, and one additional SB 
right-turn lane, both with overlap right-turn phasing. 

• Harrison Street @ 40th Street. Install signalization, permitted 
phasing and two NB left-turn lanes, one NB right-turn lane, an 
exclusive EB right-turn lane and an exclusive WB left-turn lane 

• Waterman Avenue @ 36th Street. Install signalization and 
permitted phasing.  

• 30th Street @ Lynwood Drive. Reconfigure intersection to 
align with new Harrison Parkway and install signal. 

• Waterman Avenue @ 40th Street. Add an exclusive right-turn 
lane in each direction and westbound right-turn overlap 
phasing.  

• Waterman Avenue @ 34th Street. Install signal and permitted 
phasing. 

• Arrowhead Springs Village Avenue @ 40th Street. Install 
signal with protected EW phasing and the intersection 
configuration of; two SB left-turn lanes, one SB right-turn lane, 
two EB thru-lanes, one EB left-turn lane, two WB thru-lanes 
and one WB right-turn lane. 

AHS Impact 5.14-2:  Arrowhead Springs related 
trip generation in combination with existing and 
proposed cumulative development would not 
result in designated road and/or highways 
exceeding county congestion management 
agency service standards. (Threshold T-2). 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.14-3:  The proposed project 
would not change air traffic patterns that would 
result in substantial safety risks. (Threshold T-3) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
AHS Impact 5.14-4:  Project circulation 
improvements have been designed to adequately 
address potentially hazardous conditions (sharp 
curves, etc), potential conflicting uses, and 
emergency access. (Threshold T-4, T-5) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 5.14-5:  Adequate parking would be 
provided by the proposed project. (Threshold 
T-6) 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and not mitigation measures are required. Less than Significant 

5.15 UTILITY AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS 

GP Impact 5.15-1:  Upgrades to the existing 
water supply and delivery systems would be 
required to adequately serve future growth in 
accordance with the proposed general plan 
build-out (Threshold WS-1 and WS-2). 

Potentially Significant GP 5.15-1 In accordance with the State Water Code (Section 10610-
10645), the City shall maintain an updated Urban Water 
Management Plan (Water System Management Plan) which 
describes and evaluates sources of supply, reasonable and 
practical efficient uses, reclamation and demand management 
activities, necessary to adequately serve future growth pursuant 
to the City’s General Plan. 

Less than Significant  

AHS Impact 5.15-1:  Implementation of the 
Arrowhead Springs Specific Plan would require 
construction of a new water system and increase 
on-site water demand by approximately 4,035 
acre-feet at build-out (Threshold WS-1 and 
WS-2). 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.15-1 Prior to approval of the first Tentative Tract Map, the evidence 
shall be provided to Public Works/Engineering that appropriate 
water rights have been granted through the State and the drinking 
water system has obtained all appropriate operating and design 
permits through the California State Department of Heath 
Services. 

Less than Significant  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT AND COLLECTION 

GP Impact 5.15-2:  Protect-generated 
wastewater could not be adequately treated by 
the wastewater service provider for the project 
(Thresholds WW-1, WW-2, and WW-3). 

Potentially Significant GP 5.15-2 The City of San Bernardino shall update the Wastewater 
Collection System Master Plan to reflect General Plan Update 
build-out statistics, review treatment facility capacity periodically 
and adjust Sewer Capacity Fees when appropriate in consultation 
with participating communities to accommodate construction of 
new or expanded wastewater treatment and collection facilities. 

Less than Significant  
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Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 
AHS Impact 5.15-2:  Project-generated 
wastewater could be adequately collected and 
treated by the waster service provider for the 
project; however, some related facility operations 
may affect the environment (Thresholds WW-1, 
WW-2, and WW-3). 

Potentially Significant AHS 5.15-2 Prior to approval of the first Tentative Tract Map, evidence shall 
be provided to the Public Works/Engineering Division that 
appropriate permits have been obtained from the State Water 
Resources Board, the State Department of Health Services and 
the SCAQMD for the operation of the wastewater treatment plant 
including disposal of bio-solids and use of recycled water. 

Less than Significant  

SOLID WASTE 

GP Impact 15.3: Existing and/or proposed 
facilities would be able to accommodate project-
related sold waster and comply wit related solid 
waste regulations (Thresholds SW-1 and SW-2). 

Less than Significant No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required for solid waste. 

Less than Significant 

AHS Impact 15.3:  Existing and/or proposed 
facilities would be able to accommodate project-
related sold waster and comply wit related solid 
waste regulations (Thresholds SW-1 and SW-2). 

Less than Significant  No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required for solid waste. 

Less than Significant  

DRY UTILITIES AND GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 

GP Impact 5.15-4: Existing and/or proposed 
facilities would be able to accommodate project-
generated dry utility demands, but geothermal 
resources used for energy may be affected by 
build-out of the General Plan. 

Less than Significant  No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required for Dry Utilities. 

Less than Significant  

AHS Impact 5.15-4:  Existing and/or proposed 
facilities would be able to accommodate project-
generated demand for dry utilities and 
geothermal resources used for energy.  

Less than Significant  No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures would be 
required for Dry Utilities. 

Less than Significant  
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