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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 

The City of San Bernardino (“City”) coordinated the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for the University Hills Specific Plan (Proposed Project) proposed on the site of the former 
Paradise Hills Specific Plan.  The Proposed Project consists of a General Plan Amendment, Specific 
Plan, Zone change, Development Agreement, and a Master Tentative Parcel Map.  Approval of the 
Proposed Project requires discretionary action by the City of San Bernardino.  These proposed actions 
were described and evaluated in a Draft Environmental Impact Report (“Draft EIR” or “DEIR”) 
which was circulated for public review by the City of San Bernardino.  The 45-day public review 
period on the Draft EIR began on July 31, 2008 and ended on September 15, 2008, but was extended 
to September 30 to give agencies and the public additional time to comment.  In accordance with 
Sections 15088 and 15088.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, this 
document responds to comments received on the Draft EIR and has been organized into five sections: 

Section 1 – Introduction:  Summary of CEQA requirements. 

Section 2 - List of Commentators:  Provides a list of the agencies, organizations, and 
individuals that commented on the Draft EIR. 

Section 4 - Errata and Refinements to the Draft EIR:  Includes a listing of refinements and 
clarifications that have been incorporated into the text of the Draft EIR. 

Section 5 – Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP):  Includes the most current 
monitoring report for the various mitigation measures outlined in the Draft EIR. 

1.1 -  Contents of This Document 

After review and discussion by City staff, responses to comments have been sent directly to 
commenting agencies.  This satisfies the requirement of Section 21092.5 of CEQA to send responses 
to the public agency comments received on the Draft EIR at least 10 days prior to action on a project.  
This document includes responses to all written comments received during the review period on the 
Draft EIR.  This Final EIR document includes the List of Commentators, the Mitigation MMRP, and 
the Draft EIR by reference pursuant to § 15132 of the State CEQA Guidelines.    
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1.2 -  New Information and Changes to the DEIR 

The information contained within this document clarifies or supplements information presented in the 
Draft EIR.  This information does not constitute substantial new information as defined in State 
CEQA Guidelines § 15088.5; nor does this information change the conclusions reached in the Draft 
EIR.  Therefore, recirculation of this document is not required as defined in State CEQA Guidelines 
§ 15088.5. 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) submitted a letter on June 2, 2008, requesting 
the Proposed Project conduct a records search through the NAHC to determine if any cultural 
resources are within the Project site or area.  In response, the City’s Development Services 
Department submitted a letter to local tribal members in conformance with Senate Bill 18 (SB 18) on 
June 6, 2008 to the following tribal members: Mr. Madrigal, Mr. Ramos, Mr. Morales, Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. Martin, and Ms. Walker. Copies of these letters are included in Appendix A of the Final EIR.  No 
comments were received from the local tribal members in response to the City’s June 6th letter.   

A focused survey for the California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica) for the proposed University 
Hills Specific Plan (August 16, 2007) was not included in Appendix C of the Draft EIR.  However, 
Section 4.3 (Biological Resources) of the Draft EIR references the focused gnatcatcher survey and 
concluded impacts to be less than significant. The results of the focused survey (August 16, 2007) is 
included as Appendix B of the Final EIR. 

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) established an Alluvial Fan Task Force 
(AFTF) with broad membership from local governments including the County of San Bernardino. 
The AFTF reviews the state of knowledge regarding alluvial fan floodplains, determines future 
research needs, and prepares recommendations for future development on alluvial fans.  A manual 
and a local planning tool kit are used for development on alluvial fans.  The post-disaster recovery 
plan will be developed as part of the Specific Plan and is outlined in mitigation measure HAZ-1 of the 
Final EIR.  Mitigation measure HAZ-1 is generally consistent with the guidelines of the AFTF’s 
manual and tool kit.  The AFTF’s manual and tool kit is included as Appendix D of the Final EIR. 

 

 




