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San Bernardino Housing Summit Meeting 
December 3, 2008 
The City of San Bernardino is hosting a Housing Summit as part of the Housing Element 
Update effort. The City invites employers, housing service providers, and the general 
public to learn about housing needs, resources, and opportunities in San Bernardino. A 
variety of City departments will be in attendance to provide information and answer 
questions, including  Carey Jenkins, Director of Housing and Community Development, 
who will discuss housing programs and strategies of the Economic Development 
Agency.

Date:  December 3, 2008

Time:  For Service Providers       
  2:00–4:00 pm (formal presentation at 2:30)

  For General Public (residents, property owners, business owners) 
  6:00–8:00 pm (formal presentation at 7:00)

Location: Former Woolworth Building Lobby Area, 396 North “E” Street
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Purpose of Housing Summit Meeting:

The City of San Bernardino Housing 
Summit is designed to provide information 
and obtain input from major employers, 
housing service providers, and the general 
public about housing needs and resources 
in the City.

What is a Housing Element?

A Housing Element is a comprehensive 
assessment of current and projected 
housing needs for all economic segments of 
the community. It sets forth local housing 
policies and programs to implement those 
policies.  

Housing elements have specific and 
detailed statutory requirements set forth 
by the California Government Code.  

They must:

Be consistent with other state and 
deferral statues and planning mandates
Be updated every 5–8 years
Identify adequate sites, land use 
regulations, and development 
standards to facilitate housing for a 
range of income levels
Address the construction, 
rehabilitation, and conservation of 
housing to meet the production 
goals of the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA)

For further information contact:

Terri Rahhal, City Planner

300 North “D” Street

San Bernardino, CA 92418

housingelement@sbcity.org

(909) 384-5057

•

•
•

•
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Housing Element Update Process
What is a General Plan?

The General Plan serves as a blueprint 
for preservation and future growth in 
San Bernardino. The City’s General Plan 
was last updated in 2005 and includes 12 
elements (see list below). The Housing 
Element is a key component and works 
with and is shaped by the other elements 
of the General Plan. 

Housing 
Land use
Circulation
Economic development
Community design
Public facilities and services
Parks, recreation, and trails
Utilities
Safety
Historical/archaeological resources
Natural resources and conservation
Energy and water conservation
Noise 

What are San Bernardino's Existing 
Housing Goals?

Facilitate the development of a 
variety of types of housing to meet 
the needs of all income levels in the 
City of San Bernardino.

Conserve and improve the condition 
of the existing affordable housing 
stock and revitalize neighborhoods 
containing a substantial percentage of 
deteriorated dwelling units.

Assist in the development of 
adequate housing to meet the 
needs of low and moderate-income 
households.

Assist in the provision of housing for 
residents with special needs.

Reduce the adverse effects of 
governmental actions on the 
production, preservation, and 
conservation of housing, particularly 
for low and moderate income 
households.

Promote equal housing opportunity 
for all residents of San Bernardino.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Page -2-

The Housing Element update process is a cycle completed every 5–8 years that starts 
with an assessment of the City’s housing needs and analyzes possible resources and 
constraints. The City then reviews the performance of the previous Housing Element to 
evaluate the success or need for change of existing and future programs. 

Based on the assessment of conditions, resources, constraints, and past programs, the 
City develops new housing goals and policies, quantifies objectives, and outlines an 
implementation plan.  

Public outreach is conducted throughout the process, and is focused at three key 
junctures: following the housing needs assessment, after the development of goals and 
policies, and after the quantification of objectives. This Housing Summit represents 
the  first part of the City’s public outreach process. Additional outreach is conducted 
throughout the Housing Element update to talk with individuals, organizations, and 
agencies.

Housing Needs 
Assessment

Analyze Resources  
and Constraints

Review of Previous 
Element

Goals and Policies

Quantified Objectives

Implementation

PUBLIC 
OUTREACH

PUBLIC 
OUTREACH

PUBLIC 
OUTREACH

How to Get Involved and Stay Informed:

Come to the Housing Summit on December 3, 2008

Contact the City directly to voice your thoughts on San Bernardino housing issues

Check the City’s website at www.ci.san-bernardino.ca.us

E-mail questions or comments to housingelement@sbcity.org

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Community Profile

Changes in Age
Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau Data and Claritas, 2008

The City of San Bernardino contains a large number of young people and families, some 
of whom need smaller rental units while others need larger ownership opportunities.  

Household Size
Source: 1990 and 2000 U.S. Census Bureau Data; 
California Department of Finance, Reports E-4 
and E-5; SCAG, 2008

Changes to the City’s demographic and 
household characteristics since the 1980s 
have caused the average household size to 
increase from 2.74 persons per household 
in 1980 to 3.29 persons per household in 
2007.  This trend is expected to continue 
through 2015. 

Household Income
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

Sixty-one percent of City households earn 
very-low or low incomes (2006 levels).  

58%21%

16%

4% 2%

Hispanic

White

Black

Asian

Other

Ethnicity 
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

Hispanic persons are the primary ethnic 
group, with White and Black residents 
representing another third of the City. 
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Household Income by Family Type
Source: American Community Survey, 2006

Families with children earn less than those 
without children. This results in further 
demand for family-suited affordable 
housing options.  
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Note: Income limits listed above are for a 
four-person household.  

A housing element can best address existing and future needs when it is based on a strong understanding of the community’s demographic 
and socioeconomic profile. The charts below illustrate a snapshot of the key characteristics and needs of San Bernardino residents, including  
the need for more affordable family housing and move-up housing opportunities.  
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Housing Needs

Existing Need: Overpayment and 
Overcrowding 
Source: American Community Survey, 2006
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A majority of San Bernardino households expe-
rienced overpayment. Overcrowding is also a 
concern with 8% of owner households and 16% 
of renter households experiencing overcrowding.  

Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA)

The RHNA is a housing goal set by the Southern 
California Association of Governments (SCAG) for 
the 2006–2014 planning period that will:

Accommodate the housing needs of the 
projected population and employment growth 
during the planning period.
Distribute the projected housing need by 
income level: very low, low, moderate, and 
above moderate.  

For the 2006-2014 planning period, SCAG assigned 
the City of San Bernardino a RHNA of 5,687 housing 
units, as shown below.

•

•
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Very Low 1,275

Low 913

Moderate 1,079

Above Moderate 2,420

Total 5,687

Existing Need: Special Needs
Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau Data and Claritas, 2008

San Bernardino has a variety of residents with special needs, many of whom require 
assistance finding affordable and adequate housing options. 

Income 
Category

Annual Income 
Limits 1

Max Affordable 
Rent Payment 2

Estimated Max Affordable  
Purchase Price 3

One-Person Household

Very low (50%) $23,330 $583 $39,000

Low (51–80%) $37,300 $933 $83,000

Moderate (81–120%) $52,100 $1,303 $172,000

Above Moderate (>120%) >$52,100 >$1,303 >$172,000

Median $43,400 $1,085 $137,000

Two-Person Household

Very low (50%) $26,650 $666 $49,200

Low (51–80%) $42,650 $1,066 $99,700

Moderate (81–120%) $59,500 $1,488 $201,000

Above Moderate (>120%) >$59,500 >$1,488 >$201,000

Median $49,600 $1,240 $162,000

Four-Person Household

Very low (50%) $33,300 $833 $70,200

Low (51–80%) $53,300 $1,333 $133,400

Moderate (81–120% $74,400 $1,860 $260,000

Above Moderate (>120%) >$74,400 >$1,860 >$260,000

Median $62,000 $1,550 $211,000

Future Need: Affordable Rent and Home Purchase Price, 2008 Income Limits

1: Annual income limits based on California State income limits for 2007.  2: Calculated as 30% of income divided by 12 
months assumes set-asides for utilities.  3: Includes 5% down payment provided by the owner and assumes set-asides 
for utilities, real estate taxes, and homeowners insurance.  Assumes 30% of income for very low and low income house-
holds; 35% for median, moderate, and above moderate income households.  Source: The Planning Center, 2008.

Page -4-

Future Need: RHNA Distribution

The City’s housing needs can be divided into two categories: existing and future. Existing need is defined by the needs of residents already 
living in San Bernardino who may be overpaying for housing, living in overcrowded conditions, or have special housing needs.  Future need 
is defined as the housing need for future residents based on State growth projections (see RHNA discussion below).

*

*Number of disabled persons reflects the total number of 
disabilities reported; persons with more than one disability are 
counted more than once. Accordingly, this number is artificially 
larger than the actual number of disabled persons.
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THE CITy OF SAN BERNARDINO WOULD LIkE TO HEAR FROM yOU! PLEASE COMPLETE THIS qUESTIONNAIRE 
AND TURN IT IN AT THE HOUSING SUMMIT ON DECEMBER 3RD, 2008 OR MAIL IT TO:  

The City of San Bernardino, Attn: Terri Rahhal, City Planner, 300 North “D” Street, San Bernardino, CA 92418
housingelement@sbcity.org 

   Please complete THIS section if you are a business owner: 

Can your employees find affordable housing in San Bernardino?  (circle one)  Yes No

 If “no”, where do they live? (please list the communities or cities) ______________________________________

Is San Bernardino’s housing stock a positive or negative in attracting/retaining employees? (circle one)      Positive Negative

What types of housing would you like to see more of in San Bernardino for your employees? ____________ for residents? ___________

Maintain and improve the City’s existing neighborhoods?

Provide a variety of housing types in the City (single-family detached, single-family at-
tached, and multifamily)?

Provide housing for families with children?

Increase rental housing opportunities?

Provide housing and assistance for special needs populations (veterans, disabled, home-
less, single parents, and large families)?

Assist San Bernardino’s workforce in finding quality housing in the community?

Very 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important How important is it to:

Are you concerned with any other housing issues or have additional comments? If so, please describe below.  
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General Information (Optional)

Name: 

Company/Organization: 

Number of Employees:

Organization Focus: 

San Bernardino Housing Survey
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      Please provide additional comments below:

www.ci.san-bernardino.ca.usPage -6-

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS AND TURN 
IT IN AT THE HOUSING SUMMIT ON 
DECEMBER 3RD, 2008 OR MAIL IT TO:  

The City of San Bernardino
Attn: Terri Rahhal, City Planner 

300 North “D” Street
San Bernardino, CA 92418
housingelement@sbcity.org
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